July 8, 2007
Genesis 12:1-3
Acts 1:6-11

Who Are We?
The Simple, but Difficult Truth

Mark 4:35-41.  I would like to have a little bit of Steve Ayers in me.  I sent him an email the other day expressing that thought, and as soon as I hit the “send” key I knew I made a mistake, because I don’t need more Steve Ayers in me; I need more Jesus in me.

I don’t know if I have been connecting with what I have been trying to say over the past year; perhaps I have failed to adequately communicate what I have been trying to say.  A lot of it, I think, has been because of trying to be too nice or too pastoral, so you got such a bland presentation that didn’t really mean anything.  And it was a miscalculation about leadership – allowing things to come from the congregation up.  I was trying to guide when I needed to lead.  Leadership should bring focus, and I believe we have lost some of our focus.  So this morning I speak to you in less of a pastoral mode and more of a leadership role.

I have struggled, for a number of months, to understand why we seem stuck.  We keep hitting this invisible ceiling.  By this I mean we seem to feel that we’ve grown enough, ministered enough; we are content; we are happy in the box we have built around ourselves.  Why can’t we push through?


Perhaps it’s because we really don’t want to move beyond where we are.  It’s easier to be content and stay where we are – but it will be far less satisfying.  


I think we have missed some opportunities; will we miss others?  I think we are unaware of some of the opportunities in our midst – Wednesday nights, Vacation Bible School are some of the things happening in our building.


Our latest opportunity is the discussion about a full-time Youth Minister.


Youth Minister search – it must not be about just our kids.  This is your church and my church and we all want the best for our kids, but I’ll tell you what we better start asking and what we better start expecting – what we can do for the kids in this community.  To make the transition to a full-time Youth Minister would be a gift to our community.  I’m going to see to it that my kids have a spiritual foundation, because that’s my responsibility as a parent, but what about all the kids in our community who are getting no spiritual foundation?

Jesus says we are to love our neighbors as we love ourselves and I assume that means we are also to love our neighbor’s kids as we love our own.  Because if we don’t, if it’s just about us, then we have failed at the most fundamental calling of the church, which is to love others and to reach out to them.  

This search, if we push forward with it, cannot be done with a half-hearted effort, and reaching kids cannot be done with a half-hearted effort.  It will take hard work, sweat, tears, commitment, faithfulness, and money; it will result in some progress and some setbacks, we will encounter joys and frustrations; but we must press on.


This is not a club; this is a church.  And Jesus didn’t die just for the church; he died for everyone, and that cross stands as a reminder and a judgment upon us if we become solely about ourselves.


How often do we phrase questions about the church in relation to what it means to us?  We ask too many questions about our own happiness and satisfaction.  And you know what?  If that’s what we’re after – our own happiness and satisfaction – we’ll never find it, because when we think of ourselves and become self-centered it’s impossible to ever be really happy and satisfied, because looking after ourselves will never bring happiness – only self-absorption.  


We can’t make ourselves the center, because that’s where Jesus belongs.  Is he at the center of things?  Is he at the center of our church?  Is he at the center of your life?

It is time we rededicated ourselves to the task we have been given by God.  Following Jesus is our greatest calling, and most of that is done through a church.  Church cannot be an afterthought.  We cannot support it and participate only when it is convenient to us, and my fear is that we have grown too content with life and are allowing it to slip down the ladder of importance.


Turn to Scripture in Acts – these two men – angels we assume – basically told the disciples quit looking around and get to work.


Even at this last moment the disciples were thinking about the wrong thing – they wanted to know if the kingdom of Israel was going to be restored.

Have you ever listened to people talk about churches?  Listen, and hear how often we use personal pronouns – I, me, mine.  The church was not created to bless us, but that through the church we may bless others.  What did God tell Abraham?  In you all the families of the earth will be blessed.  It wasn’t just a blessing for Abraham, but God wanted to use Abraham as a channel for his blessing, but not as a storage container that would hold the blessing for him.

How many of you ate breakfast this morning?  You are ahead of perhaps half of the world or more, who had no breakfast and will have no lunch or dinner either.  When I got in my car to drive to church I was in a vehicle that is nicer than the homes of perhaps the majority of the world.  And when I arrived at church nobody tried to persecute me or kill me because I’m a Christian.  And I came in and it felt nice and cool inside, and when we’re done we get to enjoy a nice meal downstairs.  The only persecution I’ll face today is someone trying to get me to eat one of the casseroles on the lunch table.

What were Jesus’ last words – go.  It was not anything about what he was going to do for us, but through us.  Matthew and Mark both record this as being the last instructions of Jesus – go.  If we’re not going we are failing in our most fundamental calling.

What I want to give to you is what you want, but I know this – the last thing I should give you or encourage you to seek is what you want; I want us to have what we need.  If we are only looking for what we want, we may have a future, but it won’t be the future God has planned for us and desires for us.  I am going to take my list of this congregation, and every week I’m going to be praying for you by name – and my prayer will be the same for you that I will pray for myself – Lord, don’t let us be content; make us discontent; may we never be satisfied; may we have a passion for what we have been called to do.

Whatever your role here – even if it seems like a boring committee job – I want you to take your role as seriously as you possibly can.  If you don’t have a role – we’ll do our best to find you one that fits the gift God has given to you.  Let’s not be content; let’s not be satisfied.

Are we together on this?  Will each of us rededicate ourselves to the task to which we are called?
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