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Acts 27:31-37

Looking In the Mirror of Acts:  The Triumph of Grace

I well remember my first visit to a Baptist church.  It was outside of Jonesboro, Tennessee; it was the church where Tanya was a member.  Many of you know I was not raised a Baptist.  In fact, I did not know any Baptists until I went to school in Tennessee.  In my part of the country, Baptists were as unknown as U of L fans in Rupp Arena.


It was a Sunday night service we attended and there was a visiting evangelist.  He was what most people would call a hellfire and brimstone preacher.  In fact, he was overflowing with hellfire and brimstone; it seemed to me that he even enjoyed telling people they were going to hell.


If you haven’t yet noticed, I am not the hellfire and brimstone type.  Part of it is, no doubt, personality; but it is also my theological perspective.  I believe that grace always triumphs over judgment.  


I think grace is frightening to us.  Some people believe that if you exhibit grace, and if you say grace triumphs over judgment, you are accepting of anything and you are condoning sin; but I don’t think that’s true at all.  Jesus offered grace freely, but he never condoned sin of any type.

As we turn again to the book of Acts, we are in chapter 27, which will leave us only one more chapter.  This is an interesting chapter, as we find Paul journeying toward Rome by ship.  It’s not just the journey that’s interesting, but a particular characteristic Paul exhibits along the journey – grace.  Paul demonstrates grace by expressing concern not only for the crew of the ship, but for the Roman soldiers as well.  These were the soldiers charged with bringing Paul to Rome, where he would be executed.  On the first leg of the journey Paul tried to warn the centurion against traveling because the time of year was too dangerous.  When they were caught in a storm he encouraged them and told them they would be safe, because he had a vision in which God told him they would be kept safe through the storm.  In the passage we read this morning Paul encouraged them too eat and again assured them they would be safe.  He blessed the food and convinced them to take nourishment.  At every step of this final journey of Paul’s, he demonstrated grace to those taking him to Rome.  Remember that Paul was under arrest, being transported to Rome to stand trial before Caesar, and yet he shows no fear, no anger, and no bitterness; instead, he shows grace and concern for his captures.  He does not attempt to escape and we find no pleas of innocence; he never rails against them, proclaiming the injustice of the situation.  

Paul reminds us of the importance, and the gift, of grace.  It’s a reminder also that –
1.  The sword of judgment cuts two ways. 


Jesus is often misquoted as saying we are not to judge, when he actually warns us that judging is dangerous, because how we judge others becomes the standard by which we are judged.  In Matthew 7:1-2 Jesus says Do not judge lest you be judged yourselves.  For in the same way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it shall be measured to you.  


There is a sharp, double-edge sword to judgment that we don’t always want to recognize.  We find it much easier to be judgmental toward others, but it comes to us as well.  When we judge someone, we immediately set ourselves up for the same judgment.  If I say that someone is a poor preacher, people are going to be much quicker to judge my preaching.  I believe that when people are looking for strong, judgmental sermons their desire is for someone else to be condemned, but not them.  Let’s talk about how bad everyone else is, and by implication talk about how good we are in comparison.  When we pick up the sword of judgment we will also be cut by the sharpness of the blade.
2.  Grace is an expression of love.

Grace is one of the ways we see love.  Grace is receiving something we don’t deserve; it is receiving love and forgiveness when we deserve punishment and judgment.  We learn John 3:16 at a young age, but the next verse is equally important.  For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world should be saved through Him.  II Peter 3:9 says it this way – The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.

We saw that attitude in Paul last week.  As he stood in front of King Agrippa Paul said that was his desire; not to be free but that everyone who was there in that place would become spiritually free.

My first title for this message was The Scandal of Grace.  There is a scandalous quality to grace, because we are afraid of grace.  We are afraid someone will get off the hook from what they deserve.  The reality is, we are off the hook as well, because as we receive grace from God we are receiving what we do not deserve.
3.  Grace allowed Paul to finish well.

We all know Paul’s famous words in II Timothy 4:7-8 – I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.  For Paul it wasn’t just the future; it was the near future, as the end of his life was rapidly approaching.

The older I get the more I want to just finish well in life.  I am becoming much less concerned about what I accomplish and what I have and thinking more and more about simply finishing my life well.  Staying true to my faith, living what I say I believe and finishing well.


I have watched a lot of people face death; I have watched a lot of people die.  I have watched many of them face that moment with so much peace and grace.  They finished well.


Paul was finishing well.  When life gets to that moment of finality our true self will be revealed.  As Paul drew nearer to that moment his character as a person with love and grace become more and more evident.  That is the triumph of grace.
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