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Looking In the Mirror of Acts:  On the Road Again

This is the time of year that many are preparing for a summer road trip.  I don’t know about you, but I find traveling down the road on a nice summer day to be a great experience.  Even though I get tired of spending so much time in my van, when I’m on a trip I love the feeling of being out on the road.


As we continue our study of Acts, we come to chapter eighteen, which contains several travels by Paul.  Despite the difficulty of traveling in his day, Paul traveled a tremendous amount.  At the beginning of chapter eighteen he leaves Athens and travels to Corinth, where he spent a year and a half.  He then travels by sea to Syria.  He arrived at Ephesus, spent time there and then traveled to Caesarea, then on to Antioch.  After spending time in those cities, he traveled to the region of Galatia and on to Phrygia.  In the space of one chapter Paul travels hundreds, perhaps thousands, of miles across roughly two years time.

Through his travels we gain some fascinating insights into Paul’s life, and we will use those insights as the basis of our message this morning.

1.  Paul’s life and work fit into his ministry; his ministry did not fit into his life.


One word – balance.  How many of you are struggling to find some balance in life?  How many of you feel like the guy that you may have seen on some television programs, balancing about ten spinning basketballs and he’s moving as fast as he can to keep every one of the basketballs spinning.  I can’t watch the guy because it reminds me too much of life.


Balance.  How many of you have felt the struggle to balance work and family?  Work and life?  Work and faith?  It’s important for us to remember these Biblical characters were real people and they struggled with many of the same issues facing us.  It’s also important for us to note that in Paul’s case he was not a “religious professional,” that is, Paul did not earn his living from his ministry.  In only two brief references (in this chapter it is verse 3), the New Testament tells us that by trade Paul was a tent-maker.  I find it fascinating that so little is said about Paul’s job/career/vocation – whatever word you would like to use.  Most of us spend a great deal of time talking to others about our jobs; for Paul, his “job” was simply a means to an end.  Paul’s work as a tent-maker allowed him the freedom to pursue his ministry.

Life can be an incredibly difficult balancing act.  It is instructive to note that Paul’s life was not dominated by his job, but by his ministry.  I hope you love your job, and I hope you find a sense of purpose in your job.  Some of you do, but some of you don’t.  Remember this – life is certainly greater than a job.  Take note that Paul’s job was not the dominating force in his life; his ministry filled his life.


Your job can become a ministry.  I am convinced that one of the worst jobs of my life contained some of my greatest ministry opportunities.  That job had nothing to do with church and though church is now my vocation I sometimes long for the kind of opportunities I had back then.


View your life in a holistic way.  We are separated into little pieces – the self that does a particular job, the self that comes to church, the self that ministers to others – it’s all part of the whole of life.  I don’t know if Paul liked making tents.  He may have complained sometimes about that work.  I really need to get on to Corinth but I’ve got to get this tent done because so and so is going to be coming to pick it up.  Much of the richness of Paul’s life, I believe, came from his ability to see everything about life in view of his ministry.  He wasn’t trying to pack everything about life into the time left after working, but he saw all of his life as being about ministry.
2.  Paul’s opponents and struggles may have discouraged him, but they did not defeat him.

As much as I have admired Paul, I have always felt a bit sorry for him as well.  Paul strikes me as somewhat of a lonely figure.  We are told nothing about his family.  In I Corinthians 7:7 he seems to imply that he is single, but in I Corinthians 9:5 he implies that he may be married.  But he is traveling from place to place, spending a little time here and there – which means he was only with friends for shorter periods of time.  There seems to have been a little bit of rootlessness to Paul; not taking anything away from his ministry, certainly, but the difficulty of his ministry and traveling must have been difficult for him.  In fact, in I Corinthians 2:3 Paul refers to the time he spent in Corinth – the time period we are looking at in Acts 18 today.  This is how he referred to that time – I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  Paul was worn down by the difficulties of his ministry. For one, the opposition that continually dogged Paul brought a great deal of stress to his life.  In verses 9 and 10 God speaks to Paul in a vision and tells him Do not be afraid any longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; for I am with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you for I have many people in this city.  To me, Paul seems to be an incredibly brave person.  Evidently, the opposition was taking its toll on Paul and God needed to encourage him to continue being faithful.


The implications of this are several.  One, we do not crumble in the face of criticism.  There is simply no way to avoid the truth that we face opposition in life.  Do not let opposition or criticism where you down.  Two, how do we respond to our critics.  Paul is instructive about this in Romans 12 – Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not (verse 14); Never pay back evil for evil to anyone (verse 17); If possible, so far as is depends on you, be at peace with all men (verse 18); Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good (verse 21).

The bottom line is this – don’t let your opponents and detractors and critics take control of your life.  Some of you have positions where you feel as though a target on your back comes with the job description; there is no way for you to please everybody and every decision you make makes somebody unhappy.  We spend so much of our lives trying to make somebody happy and the reality is some people are never going to be happy no matter what we do and we shouldn’t allow ourselves to be held hostage to their unhappiness.
3.  Following Jesus involves action, not just belief.


Does anybody know the first word used to describe the Christian movement?  Acts 11:26 tells us that the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.  Before the term Christian was used there was another name for the movement of the church and following Jesus.  The name was The Way.

In verse 26 Luke tells us that Priscilla and Aquila explained the way of God more accurately to Apollos.  Before the term Christian began to be used in relation to followers of Jesus, the original word for the movement was The Way (9:2; 19:9, 23; 24:14, 22).  The idea of the way carries with it the image of movement, of traveling, of action, a way of life.


Christianity is often thought of as a belief system.  There are certainly beliefs we share in common, but it is not simply a system of beliefs.  Being a follower of Jesus means to do exactly that – follow him.  Following Jesus carries with it an assumption of action and not simply belief.


Paul was certainly a man of action.  He spent his life traveling across the Roman Empire carrying the message of the Gospel.
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