January 8, 2006
Joshua 1:7-9
Acts 1:12-14
Looking In the Mirror of Acts:  Who Is the Church?

I brought a mirror with me this morning so you can see what I see every week.  It’s interesting to see a different perspective, isn’t it?  Imagine a mirror that would reflect how we should look; how many of you would like to face that kind of mirror every morning?  If this mirror reflects how we look sitting in the pews, imagine a mirror that reflected how we should look as a church.  Not how we look physically, but how we should look in terms of our spirituality, our ministry, our outreach and worship.  Imagine a mirror that would give us an image of the church God desires for us to be.  Wouldn’t that be interesting?  I think it would be a combination of emotions for us to look into that mirror; it would be exciting, troubling, frightening, challenging, disturbing and hopefully, transforming.

A picture, an image, is certainly worth more than a thousand words.  How many of you have struggled to understand a concept and it becomes immediately understandable when it is placed in a visual form?  The book of Acts is a visual picture of the early church, an image of what a church should look like.  Although it comes from the written word it provides us an in image of what a church should look like.

The focus of our messages in the coming months will be in two areas.  First, we will explore the book of Acts as a template, an image, a model of the church for us to emulate.  Second, we will focus on the idea of how we can build bridges to our community as we seek to expand the kingdom of God.


Last year we gathered information from you as a congregation to discover what you are thinking about the church.  A lot of people didn’t like that survey, and I’ll be the first to admit it was time-consuming and it required a lot of thought.  We’re too busy these days to take time and think.  One of the purposes of that survey was to discover what we need to reinforce in terms of our understanding of the vision and purposes of the church.  I want everyone to understand that we were not polling the congregation in order to determine who we should be as a church; who we are called to be as a church has already been decided by God’s calling upon us.


This morning, as we begin our journey into the image of the church, we will examine two characteristics of the early church that we find in the first chapter of Acts.

1.  They were of one mind.

How many of you love committee meetings?  One of the reasons we don’t like meetings is that it is so hard to find agreement, to come to a point of consensus.  I know some people who can’t even agree with themselves, so when you put them in a meeting with other people it’s disastrous.

I believe it is very significant that our setting from the book of Acts consists of a group of people – the eleven remaining disciples and some others; verse 15 tells us there were about 120 people – who were without the physical presence of their leader, Jesus.  This is basically the beginning of the church; this is most likely the sum total of the Christian movement at this point – only 120 people.  In verse 14 Luke tells us they were of one mind.

That doesn’t mean they all agreed on everything.  We do not have to agree on everything in a family or in a church.  We can disagree about what constitutes good music; we can disagree about what color to paint a sanctuary or the kind of seating we use.  There is a difference between opposing opinions and a sense of unity that grows out of the sharing of a common calling.  As you continue to read through Acts you find the church had some very big disagreements, but they understand the foundation of this shared sense of calling.


This is where we begin as well.  Scripture is very direct in its communication of the purpose of the church and it is this – we who confess our faith in Jesus are to follow him and to seek to be like him.  Being like Jesus encompasses a great many characteristics and we will study those in the coming weeks.


As we move into our future it is imperative that we operate with a sense of being of one mind when it comes to our mission, our purpose, our calling.

2.  They were devoted to prayer.


If you look around the landscape of the American church you will find there are many things to which churches devote themselves.  Some devote themselves to activity.  The calendars of some churches would leave you to believe that Jesus commanded his church to make activity their primary reason for existence.  Some focus primarily on fellowship; they’re just happy to be together.  I believe it is tremendously significant that the very first sentence about the church after the ascension of Jesus tells us the church was devoted to prayer.  Is this something that could be said of most churches today?  I’m not sure if it is.  I think we struggle with prayer because it’s not active.  We can’t just sit still; let’s go do something.

If you think about the last week of the ministry of Jesus when he went into the Temple and chased out the moneychangers he said something about the purpose of the Temple.  What was it he said about the Temple?  Is it not written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations?”  But you have made it a robbers’ den (Mark 11:17).

What was Jesus condemning so harshly?  What was it that was specifically taking place that so offended him?  It was commerce masquerading as religion and that commerce had supplanted the purpose and importance of prayer.  Do you think there’s some commerce masquerading as religion today?  I watch some of these guys on TV and wonder if they are communicating Jesus or pushing their latest book.  Walk into a Christian bookstore and look around and tell me commerce isn’t running amuck in religion.

Prayer can no longer be an afterthought in churches.  As you read through the book of Acts you will find prayer as the foundation of everything that took place in the early church.  They prayed about who would replace Judas, they prayed over the first deacons, Stephen prayed as he became the first Christian martyr, the church prayed for Peter upon his arrest after James was put to death by Herod and on and on it goes.


So let’s not just talk about prayer; let’s pray.


Lord, forgive us for our addiction to activity as it crowds out prayer.  Forgive us for marketing the gospel as though it were just another product that can bring a profit.  Forgive us for making prayer about ourselves and our own wants.  Lord, teach us to pray.
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