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Walking With Jesus
Love Is Coming

The pastor of a church in California put an Advent message on the church sign.  The sign read Jesus is the reason for the season.  Merry Christmas.  A few days later he received a call from a woman in the community who took exception to the message on the sign.  Feeling it was inappropriate, she told the pastor I don’t think the church should try to drag religion into every holiday.


Last week we began a new series of messages titled Walking With Jesus.  We began the series with the story of the ten lepers healed by Jesus.  This morning we are looking at the topic of Love Is Coming.

Today is the beginning of the Advent season.  The word Advent is from the Latin word adventus and it means coming.  The season of Advent is a time to prepare for the celebration of the coming of Jesus into the world, and that is where we begin our message this morning – with the promise that Love Is Coming.

Love is certainly in the world; in fact, we can find love all around us.  For all of the hatred and violence in our world there is still a great deal of love.  But he love in our world is an incomplete love.  This morning’s reading from the prophet Isaiah reminds us that so much of the promise of love is yet to be fulfilled.  Listen to how Isaiah speaks in the future tense – The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine upon them thou shalt increase their gladness; they will be glad in they presence (Isaiah 9:2-3).  


The reason that so much of love is a future promise is not because of any inadequacy with love itself, and certainly not because of any limitation with God; the problem is in humanity.  How, for instance, can people enter into a hotel as happened in recent days and kill innocent people?  How can people walk into a store or a work place and take innocent lives?


Why is love so difficult?  Why can’t humanity live together in peace and love?  That is not a naïve question.  Why is love so difficult?  Why is it that even among people who love one another, among people who commit their lives to one another, love can be so fragile and so easily broken?  Paul is absolutely correct when he says For now we see in a mirror dimly (I Corinthians 13:12), because we see only a pale shadow of love as we are incapable of the fullest expression of love.  That’s one reason why the Greek language had four different words for love.  The use of four different words for love demonstrates the reality that for humanity there are various degrees of love and we struggle mightily to achieve the highest level of love.  There is a word for physical love (eros), a word for love between friends (philos), a word for love between family members (storge), and a word for love that is a kind of love so deep and so true that it is a love that can only be adequately described by saying it is a divine love (agape).


This is the kind of love – agape love – that is referenced by John at the beginning of his gospel, which served as our New Testament reading this morning.  In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  And the light shines in the darkness; and the darkness did not comprehend it (John 1:3-4).  We look for life in so many places, but Jesus said I am the way, and the truth, and the life (John 14:6).  True life comes from true love.  One of the reasons why real love is hard for us to grasp is because so much of life leads us to lesser loves.  Even during the time of Advent, which is about God’s great love, we can become obsessed by and overwhelmed with the love of lesser things.  The beauty and simplicity of the true love of Advent can easily be replaced by a desire for things, which cannot bring any kind of real or lasting love.


But the love of Jesus still shines through all of the false loves and halfhearted loves and broken loves in the world.  When John says the light shines in the darkness; and the darkness did not comprehend it (John 1:5) he is telling us that the love of God as demonstrated in Jesus cannot be defeated.  That amazing love of God cannot be overcome.  It may seem for a time that the hatred and violence of the world is on the verge of victory over love, but it is not.  Nothing, and no one, can defeat the love of God.  Kings and kingdoms have tried, but they have failed to defeat the power of God’s love.  Neither power, nor indifference, nor hatred nor violence nor anything else in this world can defeat the love of God.  The light, John says, shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it, and neither did it defeat that light.

Christmas time is a time that is full or irony – in a time of joy there are so many who are sorrowful; in an atmosphere of abundance there are so many who have so little; in a time of celebration there are so many reasons to forsake celebrating; in a time of peace there is war; in a time of love there is hate; it is a time when we wonder what gift to buy when the greatest gift has already been purchased and yet that gift is free for the asking.


I woke up early Friday morning – about 5:30 – and realized that some people had already been shopping for an hour and a half.  It would take a deal of epic proportions for me to get out of bed early enough to be pushing through a store door at four o’clock in the morning.  People are always looking for and hoping to find a great deal.  There is no deal that can compare to the love that God desires to give to us.

Love is coming, and it is coming to reign over us.  Love reigns not as an earthly power, not as a power that comes by weapons or by force, but a power that is deeper and greater than any power we could ever know.  It is the power that comes from God’s love, which is the greatest power.


And that love is coming not just to make a difference in the world, not just a difference in another person; love is coming to make a difference in you and in me.  Love is not a noun; love is a verb.  Love entails action, it must be put into practice and move from one person to another or it is not love.  But until we have been transformed by love, love has not fully entered our hearts and lives.


Jesus came to show real love, complete love, and desires for that love to transform our lives.  It is a miracle that God gives us such a love.


C. S. Lewis wrote that even before the dawn of creation God looked across the expanse of time and saw the sin and rebellion that would come from his creation.  God looked across time and even before his first act of creation saw the cross.  Before God made his first move to create, he knew what the fall of that creation would cost him.  And yet he still created.  Why?  Because of love.  That’s why the I John simply affirms God is love (I John 4:16).  Love is what God is and what God does.

And he sent love in the person of Jesus.  The Lord of the universe in a newborn baby, born in a stable among animals, and laid in a manger.  He walked dusty roads and everywhere he went there was excitement that he was coming.  Love is coming.  The glimpses of love that we now see are but a mere prelude to the plans that God has in store for humanity.  Love is coming; it is coming for you and for me; it is coming for all people, it has come for all people, and that love is Jesus. 

Nobody likes to wait.  I am very impatient when I have to wait in line or wait in traffic; I don’t like to wait on anything.  We are impatient about seeing love have victory in the world.  But we wait.  And while we wait, we know love will be victorious.  We know love will be victorious, because we know the ending.  God has already told us that in the end love will be victorious.  


Love is coming.  May love come and reign over all and in all.
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