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Walking With Jesus
Living With Gratitude

The name of Rudyard Kipling is well known because of his writings.  The Jungle Book is probably his most famous writing.  You may also recognize his most famous poem, that begins –

If you can keep your head when all about you

Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you

But make allowance for their doubting too,

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or being hated, don't give way to hating,

And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise

Fame was not the only reward for Kipling, as his writing also brought him a lot of money.  One day a reporter approached him and said, Mr. Kipling, I just read that somebody calculated that the money you make from your writings amounts to over one hundred dollars a word.  Then the reporter reached into his pocket and removed a one hundred-dollar bill.  Handing it to Kipling he said, Here’s a one hundred dollar bill, Mr. Kipling. Now you give me one of your hundred dollar words.  Kipling took the money, put it in his pocket and said, Thanks!


This morning we begin a new series of messages entitled Walking With Jesus.  It has long been interesting to me how so many of the events of the gospels happen while Jesus is walking from one place to another.  As you read through the gospels, take notice of how many things happen as Jesus is simply walking along.


Life happens to us as we are simply moving through life.  Life can change dramatically in just one step.  The journeys of Jesus are filled with all these fascinating characters who, by stepping into his path, had their lives changed forever.  I think it’s instructive for us because it is a reminder of the opportunities that come our way in the course of an ordinary day.  Sometimes there may be a great opportunity right in front of us, but we may not notice it if we aren’t prepared to meet the opportunity.

As it is only days from Thanksgiving we will start with a story from the gospel of Luke.  Jesus was walking to Jerusalem – he is on his way to his crucifixion – and he was walking through the area where Samaria joins Galilee.  The land of Palestine in the time of Jesus was divided into three major sections – Galilee in the north, Samaria in the middle, and Judea in the south.

As we go through the story we’ll examine some of the elements that are important for us to learn.

Luke tells us that Jesus entered into a certain village and as he entered a group of ten lepers called to Jesus.  Luke makes a point to say the lepers stayed a distance away from Jesus, which was required because lepers had to stay a certain distance from others because of the fear of the spread of the dreaded disease of leprosy.
Those ten lepers can teach us about –

1.  Loneliness.


Most of you are aware that I’m not really a listener of country music, and that I sometimes make fun of it.  There is a song that I should mention, because it’s a great song.  The song is by Trace Adkins and is Your Gonna Miss This –


You’re gonna miss this


You’re gonna want this back


You’re gonna wish these days


Hadn’t gone by so fast


These are some good times


So take a good look around


You may not know it now


But you’re gonna miss this
It’s not often that I’ll quote a country music song, but the words are true, aren’t they?  We can’t take for granted the people God has brought into our lives.

Lepers, in the time of Jesus, were people who led an incredibly lonely existence.  Lepers were forbidden to be near other people.  They were separated from family, friends, and community.  They were even cut off from their religious community – they had no one because to be a leper was to be unclean spiritually.  Lepers were required to not only be separated from the community at large, they were required to give notice to others they were near.  Lepers were required to yell or make some noise so others couldn’t accidentally come near them.  What a life of loneliness it must have been.

Do you remember some of the lonely times in your life?  The first day in school, perhaps a new school?  Moving to a new community?  Starting a new job?  Losing a family member?  Losing a friend?  Be grateful for the people God has placed in your life, and be grateful because they are a gift and a gift that is not permanent.  I’m not trying to make anyone depressed, but the people we love will not always be with us.  They may move to another community and one day they will leave this earth.  Don’t take for granted that people will always be with you.

We must also asks – who needs our friendship?  Who may be near us that may be very lonely?
2.  Gratitude.

Life is getting very anxious these days.  All of us are very worried about economics and wondering when things will turn around.  The anxiety and fear that come from such a time can keep us from giving thanks, but this is precisely the time when we should be giving thanks.  Got a job?  Be thankful.  Have a home?  Be thankful.  Have enough to eat?  Be thankful.  Have friends?  Be thankful.


Imagine the life change that Jesus gave to these ten men.  In a matter of moments they went from absolutely no hope of any kind of meaningful life to having their lives literally given back to them.  There was no cure for leprosy in the time of Jesus; these lepers were the walking dead.  They were cut off from friends, family, and community.  Everything had been taken from them and they were cast aside to wait on death.  And Jesus comes along and gives everything back to them.  Can you imagine what a joyous moment this was?  But only one of the ten takes the few moments needed to express gratitude to Jesus.  Expressing gratitude to Jesus would have taken very little effort, but only one took the time to do so.

The leper that returned to Jesus returned before going to the priests to be declared clean.  Jesus had instructed him all ten of them to go to the priests so they could be declared clean.  For this one, it was not necessary to continue on, because some things are more important than others, and gratitude is certainly one of them.


Stop whatever you’re doing when you need to give thanks; there’s no better time than right now.

3.  Are you grateful?


Luke makes a point to mention that the leper who returned to give thanks was a Samaritan (origin of Samaritans).  It only makes sense that at least one of the lepers would be a Samaritan since Jesus was walking through the area of Samaria.  To hear this story in the time of Jesus would have elicited protests and anger when the ethnicity of this man was mentioned.  It would have brought such a strong reaction because Samaritans were so despised.  In fact, the Samaritan’s were so despised most people would not walk through Samaria as did Jesus; most people would go around Samaria, which was adding quite a distance to the journey.  For Luke to mention that the only leper to return to thank Jesus was a Samaritan was an insult to most of his listeners.  To think that it was not one of God’s people that that returned but a despised member of the Samaritan race was a bitter point to make.  


This is Luke’s way, I believe, of saying here’s the guy so many people look down upon, the guy despised through no fault of his own, and yet he was the one – the only one – who returned to Jesus to express gratitude.  Those who should have been the first to express thanks never uttered a word to Jesus.  Not one sentence.  Not one word.

The people of God should not be the biggest complainers.  But listen to us sometimes; sometimes we spew terrible words out of our mouths.  We gripe and complain and moan when we should rejoice and say thank you Lord!  I am not, mind you, minimizing anyone’s difficulties, but am pointing out that we have so much for which to be thankful.  But even when have so much it sometimes never seems to be enough for us, so instead of thanking God we complain to him.

And I’m as guilty as anyone else.  Sometimes I catalogue all my complaints into a mental list and run over them frequently, so the other day I did something that has been helpful to me.  I took a piece of paper and wrote down things for which I am thankful.  It was interesting to look over the list when I was done.  There were things such as food, clothing, and shelter, but the list was mostly a list of names.  A long list of names.

God has blessed us all with so much.  May we live each day with gratitude for what he has been done.
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