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The Bible You Should Know – Samson
Strong In Body, Weak In Spirit


As we continue our series The Bible You Should Know, we come to the story of Samson.  Samson, known for his great strength, was one of the judges of Israel, and he was judge over Israel for twenty years.

Samson was born during a time when the people of Israel were having a difficult struggle with the Philistines.  At the end of chapter 13, where his birth is recorded, we are told the Lord blessed him (13:24) and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir in him (13:25).  And yet, the first thing recorded about Samson’s adult life is his desire to marry a woman of the Philistines.  And it’s not just his wish to marry this woman who was of the enemies of his people; notice his attitude.  In verse 2 he tells his parents get her for me as a wife.  They object, saying there must surely be someone from their own people he might marry, but Samson again just orders them get her for me, for she looks good to me.

Samson really had a way with women, didn’t he?  Get her for me; she looks good to me.  How would you respond to this kind of guy ladies?  He’s not very subtle, is he?  Makes you wonder if he had a club in his hand and grunted while he made his demand.

Samson then travels with his parents to make the arrangements for the wedding.  On the way, a lion lunges at him and Samson kills the lion.  Later, when he returns, he finds that a swarm of bees have made a hive in the body of the lion.  He does what sounds disgusting to us, as he dips his hand into the carcass of the lion and scrapes the honey into his hand, and eats it as he continues to travel.  Then he gives some of the honey to his parents, and without knowing where it came from, they also ate the honey.  

Why didn’t Samson tell his parents where he got the honey?  Because Samson was a Nazirite.  A Nazirite was someone whose life was dedicated to the service of God, and there were three very basic requirements they were expected to follow – never touch a dead body, never cut their hair, and never drink alcohol.  He already violated the prohibition against touching a dead body when he took the honey out of the body of the lion.

This part of Samson’s story demonstrates a pattern we will see throughout his story, and that is Samson’s lack of concern for the commitment of his life to God and his arrogance in believing he was as spiritually strong as he was physically strong.  Samson is not a heroic character.  Samson is physically strong, but he is spiritually weak.  He comes across as self-serving and self-absorbed.  Samson is arrogant enough to believe his physical strength automatically translates into spiritual strength, and it is this arrogance that leads him down the path that eventually brings his destruction.

There is a powerful lesson for us in this story.  The lesson is that we should take care of the commitment we have made to God.  Think back to the time when you made a promise to God; have you continued to nurture that promise, that commitment?  Or have you allowed your life to wander, like Samson, to the point that your commitment has been forgotten?


Samson goes back for a wedding feast, and while he is there he proposes a riddle to the Philistines.  The riddle is this – out of the eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something sweet (14:14).  For three days they try to answer the riddle, but without success.  On the fourth day, they come to Samson’s new wife and ask her to entice Samson in order to get the answer to the riddle.


She comes to Samson in tears, saying you only hate me, and you do not love me because he has not given her the answer to the riddle.  Samson has no sympathy and says I have not told it to my father or mother; so should I tell you? (14:16).  She continued her crying for seven days and Samson finally relents and tells her the answer, which she immediately tells to her people.  In his angry response, Samson kills thirty of the men and then returns to the home of his parents.

After a while, Samson’s anger cools and he returns to see his wife but his father-in-law will not allow him to enter the home.  He tells Samson that his wife is now the wife of the man who served as the best man at Samson’s wedding.  Her father then tries to convince Samson to marry his wife’s younger sister.  There’s no drama on TV that can compare with this story.  Samson is enraged and captures three hundred foxes that he will use to carry out his revenge.  He ties them together in pairs – tail to tail – and then places torches between the tails and sets them lose to burn the crops, the vineyards, and the fruit groves of the Philistines.  When the Philistines discover it was Samson who started the fire they took the woman who was his wife and her father and killed them.  This begins a tragic cycle of violent revenge where many people lose their lives.  It ends with Samson displaying his arrogance even to God.  After a mighty battle with the Philistines Samson says to God Thou hast given this great deliverance by the hand of Thy servant, and now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?  (15:18).  Samson sounds dangerously close to telling God what to do.

Revenge is a terrible road to travel.  Revenge only escalates tragedy and brings more suffering.  The Middle East is a tragic example of where revenge leads.  For years, violence has lead to violence, that leads to more violence and allows for hatred and violence to become a part of people’s existence.  But the desire for revenge can invade our lives as well.  When we are hurt our response can be a desire to hurt back, which only leads to more hurt.


We then come to the most familiar part of the story.  Samson falls for a woman named Delilah, and the Philistines offer her a large amount of money to find the source of his great strength.  What is interesting is that while Judges tells us that Samson loved Delilah (16:4) it never says that Delilah loved Samson.  She asks him the source of his strength and he tells her that if he is bound with seven fresh cords that had not been dried (16:7) he would lose his strength.  The Philistines bring her cords and she binds him while he sleeps.  She shouts to him the Philistines are upon you, Samson! (16:9).  He snaps the cords with ease and protects himself from attack.


Once again, Delilah asks the source of his strength and Samson tells her if they bind my tightly with new ropes which have not been used, then I shall become weak (16:11).  Once again, Delilah binds him and shouts the Philistines are upon you Samson! (16:12).  Again, he easily breaks the cords that bind him.

One more time, Delilah asks the source of his strength, and this time Samson answers if you weave the seven locks of my hair with the web (16:13) his strength will be gone.  This time we know exactly what’s going to happen.  Delilah again calls out the Philistines are upon you, Samson! (16:14) but he has retained his strength.

The next time, Delilah ratchets up the pressure on Samson, claiming he could not love her if he continually deceives her.  For days she continues to press him on the matter until, as Judges says, he was annoyed to death (16:16).  He was so annoyed, he told Delilah the truth.  She immediately senses that Samson has finally told the truth, and when he went to sleep she called for someone to shave his hair.  When he awoke at her call – the same call as before – he assumes he will shake himself free just as before.  But Judges adds an important note at this point – he did not know that the Lord had departed from him (16:20).

I wonder how often that phrase could apply elsewhere.  Are there individuals so blinded to the truth that the spirit of the Lord has departed them?  Are there people whose arrogance has so blinded them that they are unaware that the strength of God is missing from their lives?  Are there churches unaware that the spirit of God has departed from them?  If a person – or a church, for that matter – so abuses their commitment to God will his spirit eventually move on and depart from them?

What happens to Samson is so tragic for this reason – arrogance.  Samson’s downfall was easily avoidable, but his arrogance made it inevitable.  Why would he tell Delilah about the secret to his strength, when he already knew she would betray him?  Three times previously she had proven her desire to betray him, but Samson told her his secret anyway.  His arrogance betrayed him.

Is their some arrogance in our lives?  An arrogance that leads us to tragedy.  That can’t happen to me.  I can try it just once.  I won’t get caught.  I wouldn’t have an affair.


The rest of Samson’s story is tragically familiar.  His strength is gone and the Philistines capture him, put out his eyes, and put him in prison.  In prison his hair begins to grow again, and the day came when the Philistines bring him out to make sport of him.  It was the day when they were assembling in a large group to make a sacrifice to their god for the capture of Samson.  


They him between two of the pillars that supported the building and Samson calls to God and asks for strength one more time.  He pushes against the two pillars, bringing down the building and killing himself and all those in the building and on the roof.  And the tragic story of Samson ends with these words – Thus he had judged Israel twenty years (16:31).


The lessons from Samson’s tragic life and death are powerful.  1.  Respect and nourish your commitment to God.  Samson’s arrogance led him to ignore this commitment, and this led to all of his problems.  
2.  Remember that true strength is spiritual strength.  It is not physical strength – nor, we might add political strength, economic strength or any of the other strengths Samson possessed – but spiritual strength that really matters.  This is a lesson that our nation must learn.  We are the most powerful nation on the face of the earth; yet where will we be if we do not begin to pay attention to our waning spiritual strength?  
3.  Leaders must set an example.  Many people forget that Samson was Israel’s leader, and as their leader he set a very poor example.  It irritates me to no end how some of the spiritual leaders in our country set such poor examples.  The continuing scandal of those who enrich themselves off the tithes and offerings of others is a huge blight on the church.  But it extends beyond just finances to every part of life.  A leader must be an example in every area of life.  I understand how my life is examined and discussed and closely watched; I know that’s just part of the territory of leadership.  Samson tragically failed to be an example, and all of Israel suffered because of his failure.
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