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The Bible You Should Know
Joshua’s Farewell Address – Words for All Time


There are some very famous farewells in the annals of history.  
I thought you might like to hear a few of those this morning.

Edward VIII, King of England - Abdication speech, 1936 – 
I have found it impossible to carry the heavy burden of responsibility . . .without the help and support of the woman I love.
Lou Gehrig’s famous farewell to baseball, 1939 –

I consider myself the luckiest man on the face of the earth.
General Douglas MacArthur’s departure from the Philippines – 
I shall return.
Skelton, Red - Television show closing –

Good night, and God bless.
Fictional - 
From Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities.  It takes place at the guillotine and is spoken by Sidney Carton, who loves Lucy himself and is willing to die (because he resembles the man she loves) to secure her happiness –
It is a far, far, better thing I do than I have ever done before.
Nathan Hale, before being executed by the British in 1776 at the age of 21 – 

I only regret that I have but one life to give for my country.


This morning, as we continue our series of The Bible You Should Know, we look again to an event from the life of Joshua for our text.  I told you that a few of the characters we have studied are not my favorites, but Joshua, here is a great character.  


In our passage for this morning we have jumped to the end of Joshua’s life.  In this passage Joshua gives his farewell address to the people of God.  The people entered the Promised Land, they settled the land, they became a nation, and now Joshua knows he is near the end of his life, and he has the opportunity to give a final address, and it is a very stirring address.


As he addresses the people he recounts for them how the gracious hand of God delivered them from Egypt, how God led them into the land, and how God has fashioned led them into a nation in their new home.  

It’s important to remember this is not the same group of people God delivered from slavery in Egypt.  This is the next generation, the generation possessing a faith strong enough to carry them into the Promised Land.  Still, Joshua knew they needed some important reminders.  Joshua understood that doubt could creep into the hearts and minds of the people.  Joshua knew, because he saw firsthand, how people could be swayed by the doubts of just a few.  Joshua knew this group of people – his people, the people who were born in the wilderness and who knew only the wilderness wandering – needed a stirring speech to remind them of who they were called to be.  So in the speech, he presents several charges to the people.  

We all need reminding.  This group of people, led by Joshua, needed reminding.  This group of people here – our church – needs reminding.  Just as the doubts of those people threatened their ability to follow the leadership of God, so too can our doubts threaten our ability to follow the leadership of God.  Just as the murmuring and grumbling of those people sowed seeds of discontent that threatened to pull them apart, so too does our murmuring and grumbling.  Just as their forgetfulness of what God had done for them and their forgetfulness of His deliverance caused them to doubt that God would carry them into the future, so too can our forgetfulness of what God has done for us and our forgetfulness of from where He has brought us cause us to doubt that He will carry us into our future.  We can be, just as these people, such a forgetful people.  We can come into this place, this holy sanctuary, and be moved by the spirit and the presence of God and then walk out the front door and forget what we have experienced and just go about our business.

Let’s let Joshua remind us this morning.

He first tells them Be very firm, then, to keep and do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, so that you may not turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left (23:6).


Very firm.  Be very firm about being grounded in Scripture.  It’s very easy to get off track in churches.  It’s easy to build a church on the wrong foundation.  This (the Bible) is the foundation.  This, sometimes ignored, is the antidote when we get off track; it is the corrective when we drift into incorrect thinking; it is what tells us of the true definition of love; and it tells us the truth of reality.

Don’t be offended when I tell you this – but I don’t really care about what you think you want out of this church.  Don’t be offended because I don’t care about what I think I want out of this church.  More and more I only care about what God wants out of this church, and it’s very easy for us to think about what we want and to forget about what God wants.  This book will tell us what God wants out of our church, and it is only when we use it as a reference and as our foundation that we will become that church.  Baptists used to be known as people of the book, but I don’t know how true that is these days, and it’s probably why Baptists are in such a mess these days.

That you may not turn aside from it to the right hand or to the left.  Joshua understood the tendency of human nature to become unfocused.  There is a “drift” that sets into the lives of individuals and groups.  Joshua saw first-hand how the people could be very fickle and how they could lose their focus.  

Is there a drift in your life – a spiritual drift?  If there is, what will you do to stop that drift, what will you do to return from the left or right to the path God directs for your life?


These days, we turn not only to the right and the left but every other direction as well.  Our society has become a society of people looking for answers and happiness and satisfaction in every conceivable place and every conceivable direction, and then wonders why none of these desired qualities are being found.  It’s because you don’t find them looking to the left or the right or any other direction.  Joshua says it’s when we cling to the Lord your God, as you have done to this day (23:8).  

Joshua takes nothing for granted.  Even though he acknowledges they have been faithful to God he tells them to continue to cling to the Lord your God.  I like that word cling.  That’s the kind of word you use when you talk about a drowning man holding on to a life preserver.  You don’t hold onto a life preserver, you cling to it; you hold onto it as if your life depended on it, because it does.  Cling to God.  Cling to him as though He is a life preserver who will save your life, because He will.

In chapter 24 Joshua continues his farewell address, and verse 14 and 15 contain his immortal words –

Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.


And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve:  whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.


Isn’t it interesting what Joshua does in those two verses?  He is turning responsibility around to the people.  He is telling them to make a choice.  He has made his choice as he declared As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (24:15).

We work hard to teach our children the importance of making choices – good choices.  But we can still fall victim to wanting someone else to make our choices for us and to be responsible for our choices.  The Bible is clear on this point – each person must choose.  I cannot choose for you; I can only choose for myself.  This church cannot choose for you; you can only choose for yourself.  God will not choose for you; He asks you to choose for yourself.


What choice have you made?  I’m going to tell you what choice I have made.  My choice is to cast away doubt and fear and trust that God has a Promised Land he wants me to enter, and this church to enter.  My choice is that I am going to take responsibility for my spiritual life and I will stand before God this day and every day and acknowledge that my choice is always for faith and for His lordship in my life.

What is your choice?  I say it’s time we choose, and never look back.  Choose and never look back to the fears and doubts that threaten to overwhelm us.  Never look back and say we prefer a place of safety and security, but look to the future that God is directing for us, to embrace that future, to cling to that future, and make that choice. 

Will you choose today?
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