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Evan Roberts was born in Wales in 1878.  To prepare for college he was educated, interestingly, at Newcastle Grammar School.  As a young man he began praying for revival to come to his native land of Wales.  For eleven years he prayed for revival to come, and when it did, beginning in 1904, he was one of the leaders God used to bring revival.


The revival swept through Wales with such power that society was radically transformed.  The crime rate dropped dramatically and society was so thoroughly transformed that even the horses used in much of the country’s work had to be retrained because the language of their masters changed from the crude cursing that previously made up the commands.


Every nation in Western society has experienced times of revival at some point in history.  And, we would probably all agree, most nations in Western society are very much in need of revival at this point in history.  As we near the end of our series of messages In Essentials Unity, Opinions Liberty, and in All Things Love we come to the topic of The Christian and the Social Order; a fitting topic with Election Day only two days away.  This topic deals with bringing transformation and revival to a society. How do we relate to the society in which we live?  How do we seek to bring revival to our society?  How do we influence our society for the kingdom of God?  How do we bring transformation to our society?

Listen to what the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message has to say about The Christian and the Social Order – 

Every Christian is under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in his own life and in human society.  Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the establishment of righteousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful only when they are rooted in the regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of God in Christ Jesus.  The Christian should oppose in the spirit of Christ every form of greed, selfishness, and vice.  He should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the aged, the helpless, and the sick.  Every Christian should seek to bring industry, government, and society as a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, and brotherly love.  In order to promote these ends Christians should be ready to work with all men of good will in any good cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of love without compromising their loyalty to Christ and His truth.
Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 5:13-16, 43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3; 10:21; Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12-14; I Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; I Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon 1:1-25; James 1:27; 2:8.


There’s a lot in that statement, and I want to start with the first two sentences – Every Christian is under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in his own life and in human society.  Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the establishment of righteousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful only when they are rooted in the regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of God in Christ Jesus.  

Jesus always began with the spiritual transformation of individuals.  He certainly spoke to groups of people and had things to say to society as a whole, but he primarily hones in on the individual.  In our New Testament reading from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus speaks those famous words You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world…Let your light shine before men (Matthew 5:13-16).  Most of what the gospels have to tell us about Jesus are times of dealing with individuals.  The gospels tell us that spoke to the rich young ruler, to Zaccheus, and to the Samaritan woman at the well.  When he did speak to groups – the Sermon on the Mount being the greatest example – he was speaking in large part about how we as individuals are to deal with other individuals.  We are to be reconciled with others, we are not to call another person a fool, we are to love our enemy, and we are to love even the person who doesn’t love us.  When Jesus told parables to groups he was speaking about how individuals relate to God and to one another – the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan being two great examples.

This is such a critical point because we cannot bring to people or give to people what we do not possess.  It’s impossible to bring love to others if we don’t have love; it’s impossible to bring forgiveness to others if we haven’t experienced and offered forgiveness; it’s impossible to tell others about grace if we have experienced grace; and most importantly, we cannot expect to influence people to be like Jesus if he is not a part of our lives and if we are not trying our best to be like Jesus.  This is where the earliest followers of Jesus excelled.  Acts 2:47 makes a very interesting comment.  Verse 47 is the last verse in Acts chapter 2 and comes after a portrayal of the early church in Jerusalem as this almost idyllic body that is functioning as God intended.  In that last verse is this phrase – and having favor with all the people.  The same sentiment is echoed a short time later in Acts 5:13 where Luke tells us the people held them (the apostles and the early church) in high esteem.  Why were the apostles and the early church held in such esteem by their neighbors and by society?  For several reasons, I believe, and one reason being that they possessed what they were trying to get other people to accept – they possessed the presence and the power of Jesus in their lives and it was so powerfully present in their lives that it had a dramatic impact on people.

The question then for us is, does the church have favor with the people?  Are God’s people held in high esteem?  Most research shows that collectively, as God’s people, we are not held in high esteem by our larger society.  Church people are often viewed as hypocritical and judgmental and many people would rather not be like us.  This is a great tragedy.

Part of the problem, I believe, relates to the methods used to reach people.  There are many ways you can seek the revival and reform of society.  The statement Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the establishment of righteousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful only when they are rooted in the regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of God in Christ Jesus correctly identifies the fact that there is really only one way to truly bring transformation to a society, and that is when change comes because of the regeneration – the transformation – of individuals, and that kind of transformation only takes place one way – through the power of Jesus.

This is what the early church understood so well, and I believe that if we are going to transform our society – if we truly want to transform our society – we have to return to the example of the early church.  If we are going to transform our society, I believe we must think less like 21st century Americans and more like 1st century followers of Jesus.  We live in a world very different from the early church.  We can vote, which they could not do, and we can impact the political process by our vote and our involvement, which they could not do; we have all manner of technology to help in the proclamation of the message of Jesus; and we are free to spread the message of Jesus without fear of persecution.  All these are great gifts, but even with these gifts the early church did something much more successfully – the early church brought about a radical transformation of the Roman Empire because of their witness.  We are not effecting a transformation of that level in our own society, and part of the reason for this, I believe, is that we are not thinking, acting, or living apostolically.  To be apostolic means to be like the early church, the church at the time of the apostles.

Here is what the apostolic church did so effectively – they proclaimed the message of Jesus with love and ministry.  We have all manner of methods by which we can proclaim the Gospel today.  We have all manner of media and technology to make the proclamation, and churches certainly do the proclaiming, but the proclamation must be accompanied by love and by ministry that demonstrates that love.  The early church loved people in a powerful way and that love drove a level of ministry and a commitment to ministry that brought scores of people to Jesus.  The early church had almost nothing that we have available to us today.  The early church lacked the financial resources, they lacked the buildings, they lacked staff, they lacked technology, they lacked political influence and political freedom, but they needed none of those things to affect change.

Our world is not much different from the world of the apostles.  The Roman Empire was not knowledgeable about Christianity, as our culture is becoming increasingly ignorant about the basic tenets of our faith; the Roman Empire was corrupt morally, financially, and politically; and the Roman Empire was preoccupied with financial matters rather than spiritual matters.

If we want to win our society to the way of Jesus it is going to happen one person at a time, and it is going to happen because the love and the way of Jesus is such a powerful part of our lives that people will be attracted to faith.

At this table, around which we will gather in a few moments, I pray that it would break our pride and our wills.  I pray that upon this table and upon the elements that represent the body and the blood of Jesus we will offer our lives to love and minister to others.
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