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In Essentials Unity, Opinions Liberty, and in All Things Love –
Education

For years, one of my favorite things to do at this church has been leading a Wednesday morning Bible study, a study that now meets on Thursday mornings.  That Bible study, which has continued for a long time, has taught me something very important – those ladies who attend know their stuff, and I better not try and bluff on anything I don’t really know.  I can’t bluff my way though a Biblical passage and I can’t bluff on theological questions because those ladies are well educated and they have continued their education by studying the Bible and thinking carefully about theology.

As we continue our series based on the Baptist Faith and Message, this morning we come to the topic of education.  
1.  Our theological education is founded upon Scripture.


In our society, we place tremendous emphasis on education.  We tell our children they need a good education if they want to be successful in life and in your job you probably receive continuing education.  Everywhere you turn today, education is one of the greatest priorities, with one exception – churches.  I’m not saying that churches don’t educate people and aren’t concerned about education, but education in churches is not what it used to be.  Most churches are far more successful in educating kids, but it seems to me that by adulthood there is simply less interest in spiritual education.  


The consequences of this are very grave.  There is less knowledge and understanding of Scripture and theology and if we have less knowledge and understanding of those two foundations then we are going to have less understanding about who we are as God’s people and who we are as the body of Christ.

Education – with, certainly, the guidance of God’s spirit – brought us the Bible as we have it today.  It was time devoted day after day and year after year to the study of language that gives us the Bible in our own language.  People used to give a load of hay to have someone read the Bible to them; Bibles were so rare and valuable they were willed to friends and family members and given on loan only under a seal and a witness.  Large groups of people would gather to have someone read to them because they could not read for themselves or they had no copy of the Bible to read.


Howard Giddens, former pastor of this church, has written a sermon entitled The People’s Book.  It is one compiled in a book of his sermons called Why Be A Christian:  The Sermons of Howard P. Giddens.  (Edited by Michael L. Ruffin, Mercer University Press:  Macon, Georgia, 2007, pp 90 – 94)


In that sermon he has this to say – Again I say, ought not this Book be in our hands from childhood to old age?  Ought it not be the basis of our education?  Ought we not show the way to the children that God has given us in our homes and to all men and women who flit from book to book like insects from flower to flower by being the people of the Book?  Let us lay to heart its heavenly wisdom and we need envy no one his novels or poems or science (p. 94).


Great words.  
2.  Education teaches us to love Truth.


Spiritual education is not learning a collection of facts and figures.  If you study history you learn the who, what, when, and where of historical events; if you study math you learn equations and mathematical formulas; if you study science you learn principles of physics that govern the physical world.  But if you study Scripture and theology, you learn something different.  You don’t just learn about dates and names, but truth.


Pilate, of all people, asked one of the greatest questions of all time when he interrogated Jesus.  Pilate asked what is truth? (John 18:38).  Pilate was confused by what Jesus had just spoken to him.  Jesus said For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to bear witness to the truth.  Every one who is of the truth hears my voice (John 18:37).  Pilate could not understand what Jesus was telling him, which was this point – truth is not a collection of facts and figures; truth is not correctly answering a question about math or some other subject; truth is a person, and that person is Jesus, and truth is entering into a relationship with the person of Jesus.


Jesus said what about himself?  I am the way, and the truth, and the life (John 14:6).  How is Jesus truth?  Jesus is truth because in him we find the full expression of God and his love; in Jesus we find the full expression of God’s purpose for man; and in Jesus we find the full expression of God’s work of redemption.

To educate people spiritually is to educate them to the truth of Jesus.
3.  The wilderness experience is our classroom.


Since our camping families have all gone camping this weekend, I’m going to pick on them a little bit.  What passes for camping these days is not camping, is it?  When you take heating and air conditioning, microwaves, TVs, refrigerators, showers, and all manner of conveniences with you, can you really call that camping?  Don’t get me wrong, that’s how I would prefer to “camp” myself, but it isn’t camping in the way people used to camp.

We live in a community that used to be part of the wilderness.  This part of the country was once beyond the frontier and was a tough existence for anyone who ventured into these parts.  It’s still a wilderness area in one respect.  It’s still a wilderness area because God teaches us through our “wilderness” experiences.  We may not live in a wilderness, but we all experience times of going through a wilderness experience.  What do I mean by the wilderness experience?

Our Old Testament reading this morning is from the book of Deuteronomy, when Moses reminded the people that before they entered the Promised Land they were to always remember what God had done for them in bringing them out of Egypt and through the wilderness.  Why did the people spend a generation wandering in the wilderness?  It certainly wasn’t because it took that long to get to the Promised Land.  The distance between Egypt and Canaan is not a great distance.  

The people wandered, first of all, because of their failure of faith in believing that God could lead them into the land to take possession of it.  For their failure of faith they were to wander through the wilderness for a generation, with only Joshua and Caleb out of those who left Egypt being allowed to enter the Promised Land (Numbers 14:23-31).

Secondly, the wilderness becomes a teaching time for the people.  What a seemingly strange way to teach people, but here is one of the great ironies of life – we learn more from our times of struggle than at any other time of life.  How many of you have ever said something like this – I would never want to experience that kind of event again, but having gone through that time, I can see now how God used it to strengthen me and to teach me.  I have spent a lot of time counseling with a lot of people over the years and this is a theme that is always revealed – we go through times of trials and testing – “wilderness times” – and we recognize those times as being some of the most important times of our lives in terms of what we learn.

Look at your relationships and pinpoint the times when you bonded with someone.  Those times of bonding were during wilderness times, weren’t they?  You may have struggles in your relationships but when you come through those struggles you are closer, aren’t you?  We would never choose to go through times of struggle – wilderness times – but without those times we would never be taught some of the things God is seeking to teach us.

How much of our lives go into trying to avoid difficulty?  We spend a lot of time and energy in our lives trying to build up security and protection from suffering and difficulty.  I’m not saying that’s wrong, but I am saying that when those wilderness times come we ought not to despair and believe that life is falling apart.  Instead, life may actually have arrived at a very important point of education.
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