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We are in the midst of an election campaign, which is, in the history of mankind, a relatively rare and recent event.  For most of human history, mankind has been subject to ruling, not governing.  Governing happens by the agreement of those being governed; ruling is done by those who have the power to rule over others, and whether or not you like it they have power over you.  Whoever had the most power ruled their kingdom, and that was done by hook, crook, or brute force.  That fact that we have the opportunity to elect those who govern us is a blessing most people through the course of human history have not enjoyed. 

Jesus conducted his earthly ministry in the midst of an earthly kingdom.  Rome occupied the land of Israel and ruled with an iron fist.  Surrounded by the rule of the most powerful earthly kingdom known to mankind, Jesus talked about a different kingdom.  Jesus preached about the kingdom of God, a radical – and dangerous – thing to say.  Jesus said the kingdom of God was – and is – at hand.


Continuing our series of messages about the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message – In Essentials Unity, Opinions Liberty, and In All Things Love – we come this morning to The Kingdom.  Listen to what the Baptist Faith and Message has to say about The Kingdom:

The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His particular kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the Kingdom is the realm of salvation into which men enter by trustful, childlike commitment to Jesus Christ. Christians ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom may come and Gods will be done on earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this age. 


Jesus used a lot of images to describe the kingdom of God.  Listen to a few of the ways he describes the kingdom of God in Matthew’s gospel – 

He presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and this is smaller than all other seeds; but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches (13:31-32).
He spoke another parable to them, “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three pecks of meal, until it was all leavened (13:33).

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field (13:44).

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had, and bought it (13:45-46).


In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus taught his disciples – and us – to pray for the coming of the kingdom – Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10).

The kingdom of God is a very different kind of kingdom from the kingdoms of the world.  If you want one of the clearest pictures of the kingdom of God, turn with me to Matthew chapter 25.  This passage should carry a warning label, because it is a very challenging passage and to read it is to be wakened from spiritual slumber.  Listen to verses 31 to 46.  

This is a very different picture from your standard kingdom of the world.  Kingdoms of the world operate on self-interest; it’s just the way they work.  The kingdom of God is very different, as you can see from those verses.  To be part of the kingdom of God means we are involved in the kinds of places with the kinds of people mentioned in that passage.  It also tells us that a person can appear to be absolutely sound theologically but if that theology doesn’t lead to actively working to build God’s kingdom it really isn’t sound theology.  You can have all the right answers to questions and issues but this passage reminds us there is much more to the kingdom of God than just answering a question properly.  This passage is about action.  Some people bring faith down to nothing more than saying all the right things, but Jesus tells us very plainly in this passage that those who are part of his kingdom will be engaged in the action of building his kingdom.  

And here in Matthew 25 is the foundation of the kingdom of God – the least of these.  This is the foundational difference between any kingdoms of the world and the kingdom of God – how do we deal with the least of these?  Our world has a growing number of the least of these and the least of these are here in our own community.

Much of the ministry of Jesus had to do with the least of these.  Jesus invited all the “wrong” people into his kingdom.  How many of you remember as a kid when it came to choosing sides for a game, and you worried that you were going to be picked last?  On our playground in elementary school it was kickball that we always played and guess where I was usually picked?  One of the last ones (I’m not feeling much sympathy here).  If you want to win you pick the best players first, right?  Jesus picked the “wrong” people.  He ate with sinners, he went to their homes, he associated with tax collectors and people of very low reputation – evidently he was more concerned with those people than with his own reputation.  See, it’s possible to have in impeccable reputation but miss the kingdom.  Can we work for the kingdom and avoid having a questionable reputation?  Maybe not.

One of the largest groups of the least of these is the poor.  Did you know that the Bible contains around 2,000 verses that speak to poverty?  There are very few topics in the Bible with that many references.  But with so many references, we can still miss it.

Jesus talked about the kingdom being here, but many people couldn’t see the kingdom.  This is part of what is really important about the kingdom – many people in the day of Jesus wanted to know where it was; it was all around them but they couldn’t see it.  The kingdom of God is here, but many people still can’t see it.  


It’s easy to see earthly kingdoms.  Earthly kingdoms show themselves in palaces, armies, conquests, and conventions.

God’s kingdom shows itself in love, mercy, kindness, and service.  It can be all around you, right in front of you and be missed.  It’s like the proverbial can’t see the forest for the trees.  God’s kingdom doesn’t build palaces; God’s kingdom builds lives.  God’s kingdom doesn’t have rulers; it has servants; God’s kingdom doesn’t have riches and glory; it has giving and humility.  


The kingdom of God isn’t about who can get the most votes; it’s about who can love with a Godly love; it’s about who will care for the least of these.

I am on an email list of people from around the world who discuss a variety of issues.  Mostly the discussion is about whether or not the earth can continue to sustain such a large human population.  I still get the emails but I don’t read many of them any more, because the attitude most of them express is this – humanity is basically expendable, and the more people we lose to starvation and other tragedies the better.  They express the attitude that the least of these are totally and completely expendable.

What a sad way to look at people.  God’s kingdom never looks at anyone as being disposable.  This is the concern of God’s kingdom – the least of these.  That will reorder our priorities and also reorder our concerns.  Does our checklist about what is important include the least of these?
Helping people take their place in society – they need to change society – sending a kid to school?  Not just “what are you going to do?” but “what are you going to do to change the world?”
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