August 10, 2008
Psalm 146:1-10

John 3:16-21

In Essentials Unity, Opinions Liberty, and in All Things Love – Salvation/God’s Purpose of Grace

Imagine meeting the following character – read excerpts from the Western Recorder article.  What would cause such a change in a life dedicated to hatred and violence?  What would cause similar stories in similar individuals countless times over the centuries?  What would cause a great persecutor of the church – named Saul – to become, after Jesus, the most influential person in the history of faith? 


The answer is very simple, and it is in the verse John 3:16.  Can we say that verse together?  If you had only one verse of the Bible to know, this would be the one.  If you had to pick out a “desert island” verse, this would be the one to choose.  If you could share only one verse with someone, this would be the one.  This verse is the entire story of God and the entire gospel in only 25 words.

Much of what we have been talking about through this series is a repeating of the same basic idea – God’s tremendous, eternal, love for us.  This morning, as we talk about Salvation and God’s Purpose of Grace, we are now at the very heart of God.  The love of God and the provision for our salvation is the foundation of everything.


John 3:16 says God so loved the world.  Salvation is based in the love of God.  We can ascribe many other qualities to God and use many adjectives in trying to describe his nature, but love is above all the others.

And that love is expressed be the gift of life – it is, I believe, two kinds of life – the abundant life of which Jesus speaks in John 10:10 – The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and destroy; I came that they might have life, and might have it more abundantly.  This is not a life of riches and whatever material possessions we desire, but a life of what we really need and a life of meaning and purpose.  The second is eternal life – knowing that life on this earth is not the only existence we have.
Matthew 18 – parable of the unforgiving servant.

Sadie – always trying to give me something.

It is a gift of God – have said this already, but it always bears repeating.  This is the core of the gospel – it is a gift, and it is a gift we are asked to share.
It makes us new people – if we are not different because of the gift of our salvation, something is wrong.  People often criticize us in churches because we don’t live up to what we profess.  Well, the truth is twofold; any one of us may not reflect what we should reflect, but we’re on the road to transformation, and it can be a rocky and lengthy road.  Second, yes, sometimes we don’t live up to what we profess and we must do better. 
Gideon speaker.
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