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As I think I have told you before, watching and observing people is a hobby of mine.  One conclusion I have reached is that as people, we’re kind of strange.  People are interesting, but sometimes odd.  We’re full of all kinds of quirks and unusual ways of doing things, but that’s part of the beauty of God’s love of variety.  

Humans are also capable of such great good.  Think of the beautiful works of art over the centuries – Michelangelo and the Sistine Chapel ceiling to name just one artistic triumph.  Think of the great music – Bach, Beethoven, Lennon and McCartney.  Man has placed some of our own on the moon in a marvel of scientific ability.  Every day advances are made in medicine.  There are wonderful stories about people who give so much of themselves to love and serve and help others.  But there is another side of humanity as well.  Mankind is not only capable of great good; mankind is also capable of great evil.  Hitler and Stalin are names that remind us of terrible evil.  There is violence that tears at the fabric of society – suicide bombers and terrorists; there is indifference to human suffering; and there are those who prey upon others.  Mankind is indeed an odd mixture of good and evil.

But this is not how mankind was supposed to be.  God created, according to Psalm 8, mankind as the crown of His creation, meant to honor and worship Him, but sin entered the world and mankind began a downward spiral that has affected not just the human race but all of creation.  Paul says that the whole creation groans and suffers, waiting to be set free (Romans 8:21-22).

This morning we continue our study of the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message – the statement of faith for our church – and we come to the subject of man.  Listen to what is written about man –

Man was created by the special act of God, in His own image, and is the crowning work of His creation. In the beginning man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with freedom of choice. By his free choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human race. Through the temptation of Satan man transgressed the command of God, and fell from his original innocence; whereby his posterity inherit a nature and an environment inclined toward sin, and as soon as they are capable of moral action become transgressors and are under condemnation. Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the creative purpose of God. The sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created man in His own image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore every man possesses dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love.

Let’s look at a couple of the ideas in that paragraph.

1.  We are created in the image of God.


I was watching a news program recently that featured about a report about the incredible power of images and how those images control how we view ourselves.  It was a short, but very interesting piece, about how image-obsessed we are as a society.  As soon as the piece ended, and went to commercial, every one of the commercials featured products that had to do with our image, such as teeth-whitening products, hair care products, and others.  We are obsessed with image.

The Scriptures tell us that God has created us in His image.  Genesis 1:27 says And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. God places His image upon all people and all people are creations of God, but we become so concerned with image that we can spend more time seeking to conform to a human image than a Godly image.  Who should we be trying to emulate?  God.  Do we always seek to live up to His image?  No.  Why?  Because we are so captured by the images in the world around us that tell us they are the image we should seek.

2.  The rebellion of man brought sin into the world.


How many of you, after having children, started worrying they would do some of the things you did as you were growing up?  Think about some of the things you did – what if you found out your child, or children, were doing some of those things?  That’s a thought that can keep us awake at night, isn’t it?  Why did we do some of the things we did?  Why do our kids do some of the things they do?  Why is it that every generation before us and every generation that will ever follow us will do things they shouldn’t?  It’s because the human heart has a tendency toward rebellion.

Why, in the garden, did Adam and Eve rebel against God?  What were they lacking?  Nothing.  So why rebel?  Because we are captured by temptation and temptation leads to rebellion and rebellion leads to sin.


Do you remember God’s warning to Cain before Cain murdered his brother?  God confronts Cain and says to him Why are you angry?  And why has your countenance fallen?  If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up?  And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master it (Genesis 4:6-7).

We have allowed evil to creep into the goodness of God’s creation.  There is a battle going on within us between good and evil and we can never underestimate the power of temptation and sin.  The same warning God gave to Cain applies to us as well – sin is crouching at the door for us and its desire if for us.  Paul talks about his struggle in Romans 7:14-25.  In verse 19 he writes for the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil that I do not wish.  Sin exists not only at the time we are doing something wrong; sin is a powerful and active force that is always seeking our destruction and we must overcome that power.
3.  We don’t have to be captives to sin.


Timothy Keller writes In the Christian understanding, Jesus does not tell us how to live so we can merit salvation.  Rather, he comes to forgive us and save us through his life and death in our place.  God’s grace does not come to people who morally outperform others, but to those who admit their failure to perform and who acknowledge their need for a Savior.


(The Reason for God:  Belief in an Age of Skepticism, Timothy Keller, p. 19)


What God has done is in essence this – He has refused to make us pay for what we have done.  One of the great problems of our world is the cycle of hurt, pain, and violence that has afflicted mankind from the beginning.  The cycle of violence in the Middle East, for example, is a continuation of revenge and recrimination that has been going on for centuries.  The only way it will ever stop is for a generation to finally say Stop!  We will no longer engage in revenge.  We will no longer repay violence with violence and evil with evil.  That is why Jesus commands us to love our enemies and to turn the other cheek, because it is the only way to end the downward spiral of revenge and retaliation and hurt and heartbreak.  Someone finally has to say no more.  This is exactly what Jesus did when he loved even those who crucified Him.

4.  We are created with a purpose.
This is why we find the contradiction that some people who profess faith can be less than moral and some people who profess no faith can be very moral.  It’s because of the evil that has become part of our nature because of sin.
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