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In Essentials Unity, Opinions Liberty, and In All Things Love
God

We are continuing our series of messages about our statement of faith – the 1963 version of the Baptist Faith and Message.  You will remember that I spoke of it as a statement of faith as opposed to a creed.  A statement of faith is a voluntary acknowledgement of the basics of what we believe as opposed to an enforced set of beliefs that people are told they must believe regardless of what their conscious and the Holy Spirit may speak to them.

Two weeks ago we looked at the Scriptures and this morning we come to God.  This sounds so fundamental, talking about God, since we are his people, his body, and his followers.  But it’s not always as simple as it seems on the surface.


People argue quite a bit these days, as they always have, about the nature of God.  Some people, like Richard Dawkins, tell us we shouldn’t believe in God.  Fortunately, most people reject that point of view.


So let’s look at a few of the very important concepts about God that the Scriptures teach us.
1.  God is God, and we are not.


Steven Curtis Chapman has a song that says exactly that – God is God and I am not.


Do you remember the first commandment?  It’s in Exodus 20:3 and it says You shall have no other gods before me.  That commandment isn’t just talking about little stone or metal gods; it’s not just about some kind of physical representation of a god that can be fashioned by human hands – that verse is also talking about us.  We are not to make ourselves into gods, into objects of worship.


But we do.  And we do these in a most unexpected place – we do this in the church.  How do we do this in the church?  When we make things about us.  Do we really do this?  Oh, yes.  How often do we hear in churches people discussing what they want rather than what God wants?


When we gather as God’s people we are commanded to worship him.  What does it mean to worship God?  One of the things worship means is that we acknowledge who God is and then seek to be like him.  Not like other people, not like other organizations, but like God.
2.  God is relational


On the outline this morning you will see the topic of God divided into three personalities, what we call the Trinity.  God expresses himself in three personalities – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We do not worship three different gods, but one God who expresses himself in three different ways.

The three personalities of God can be likened to water, which can exist as a liquid, a solid, or a gas.  You can take a glass of water, pour some into an ice tray, boil some in a pan and make steam, and keep some in the glass.   It’s all part of the same substance, but takes on three different forms.


God takes on different forms of expression to us, and what this means is that God is relational.  God created humanity because of his love and his desire to relate that love to us.  This is where Christianity is unique among all other religions.  No other religion teaches of a God who desires to be in relationship as does Christianity.  This is why it’s not, perhaps, even correct to call Christianity a religion.  Hear me carefully on this, because the word religion often means a set of practices whereby humanity seeks to win favor with a god.  That is not what Christianity is about.  Christianity is something totally different – it doesn’t fit the same categories as other religions and teaches something totally different about God, and at the heart of what is different is that God is relational and wants us to enter into a personal relationship with him.
3.  God died for us


I watched a guy the other day as he was getting his dog out of this vehicle to take into a pet grooming business.  I was inside of another business so I couldn’t hear the conversation he was having with his dog, but he stood there just really talking to his dog.  I wonder what he thought he was accomplishing.  That dog had no clue what the man was saying.


Perhaps it’s not the best analogy, but we are not that different when it comes to trying to understand God.  The truth is that God is so far beyond what our minds can comprehend, but the reality is that in order to show us who he is God became one of us.


There is no other faith or religion that teaches such an idea.  This is the radical difference of Christianity.  It is also a reminder that we do not have to win God’s favor or earn our salvation.


What does Romans 3:23 say?  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Now, it’s easy for me to find someone who is a bigger sinner than me.  I’m not Billy Graham but I’m not Charles Manson either.  But regardless of where I am on the line of righteousness, I’m still a sinner.  And guess what?  You are too.  Did you know that?  I think we sometimes forget it.
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