July 6, 2008
Psalm 73:25-26
Philippians 2:1-11
In Essentials Unity, Opinions Liberty, and in All Things Love

This morning, I want to acknowledge that we have been through difficult days in our church.  I spoke last week about why I have stayed here as pastor of this church for seventeen years and why my desire is to continue here.  This morning, I want to speak to our current situation.


Recognizing that people do not always hear what is said, I want to preface my remarks by saying I am not speaking to any particular individual or groups of individuals; my words are directed at all of us.  I have not given up on anyone and I do not intend to give up on anyone.  


I do not speak these words in an effort to try to convince you to agree with me about every matter.  I speak these words because I believe them to be what we need to do about our current situation.


First, we must weigh the words we speak very carefully, and many of our words are better left unsaid.  The Bible speaks very directly to the danger of our words.  

Matthew 12:36-37 – And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment.  For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.

Ephesians 4:29 – Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.

James 3:1-12


Second, we bear the name of Christ, and we cannot dishonor that name.  Jesus said love is the supreme law.

John 15:12-14 – This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.  You are My friends, if you do what I command you.

Mark 12:28-31 And one of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?”  Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  “The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these.”

Third, if we believe the Bible, if we bear the name of Christ, we must imitate Him, who demonstrated that love, grace, and forgiveness are the central characteristics of our faith.

Matthew 6:14-15 – For if you forgive men for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.


It is far too easy to hold onto our hurts, but we cannot do so.  Everyone has hurts, and we are tempted to wear them on our sleeve and to keep them in our hearts and minds, but to do so only hurts ourselves and will only poison the soul.  

I Corinthians 13:5 – (love) does not take into account a wrong suffered.

We either believe these things or we don’t, it’s really that simple.  If we fail in this, if we fail to be like Jesus whose name we bear, if we fail to practice the foundational truths of our faith – love, grace, and forgiveness – we ought to just disband because we are not a church and we are not the people of God.

Lord’s Supper – I Corinthians 11:17-22 – We cannot dishonor these elements, the body and blood of Christ.

Becoming a Baptist.  People from other church traditions in our church.
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