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The Bible You Should Know
Nehemiah – Rebuilding Life, Part Two

There are several things that are interesting from my perspective of being in front of the congregation.  One that I’ll mention today is that when I look out at you I see what could be called the “ducks floating on the water” view.  You know the old saying about a duck casually floating on a pond?  On the surface they seem calm and serene but below the surface they are paddling like crazy.  When I look out on the congregation I see a group of people who look calm (perhaps some of you are too calm, as your eyes are closed) but I know the reality.  At any given time some of you may appear very calm on the outside, but inside you are a wreck, and perhaps your life is a wreck.  I’m not giving anything away about anyone’s personal lives, but in a group of people it will always be true that some will be going through times of great difficulty.  Some of you may be very recently removed from difficult times and some of you may have difficult times lurking just around the corner.


Today’s message is part two of a message I began last week.  Last week we began a message titled Rebuilding Life, which is from the book of Nehemiah.  You’ll remember that Nehemiah’s book tells the story of the people of God being allowed to return home from captivity in Babylon.  When they returned to Jerusalem they found a city in ruins and they began the difficult process of rebuilding the walls of the city.  We are using that rebuilding process as a metaphor of rebuilding our lives.  While Nehemiah tells us a lot about the rebuilding of the city walls, it is about more than just building a wall of stone and mortar; it is a story about rebuilding life.  When you are faced with rebuilding a city you aren’t just rebuilding architecture, you are rebuilding life.

We finished three principles last week in the first part of the message and we may not finish the others today, especially if I keep adding more as I go along.


In chapter four, verse seventeen we read that as the people were rebuilding the wall they had to carry a tool in one hand and a weapon in the other.  If you have ever tried to build something, you know this is no way to try and do work.  How do you pound a nail with only one available hand?  How do you cut a piece of lumber with one available hand?  Here is the fourth principle – stop thinking that life is one day going to match some image you have in your mind and begin to live the life you have.


Over the years I have repeated a phrase countless times to Tanya.  I will say wouldn’t it be nice to lead a normal life?  But what is a normal life?  Perhaps I am so busy thinking about the life I wish I had that I fail to settle into the life I have.  

The people had to do a lot of multi-tasking as they rebuilt the wall.  This was a very slow, inefficient way of working.  How many of you feel as though your life is nothing but a constant stream of multi-tasking?  Perhaps you wish life was different.  Perhaps you wish your life was more like someone else’s life.  If so, I have new for you – the life you may envy may not be what it appears to be.  Don’t spend your life waiting and wishing that your life was something else; instead, live the life you have.

The fifth principle comes from the life of Nehemiah himself.  Nehemiah was a very strong and effective leader.  We certainly need great leaders, but what we must remember is that everyone must lead their own life.  Leadership is not only a commodity in short supply in our nation and even our churches; leadership is also in short supply in the lives of individuals.  Nehemiah was someone who took responsibility for his life and did what he was called to do.  Take a hard look at your life – are you a leader for your own life?  Are you doing what you have been called to do, what you need to do?

In chapter five we find our sixth principle.  In verse ten we find the people complaining about the financial difficulties they were being forced to bear.  Sometimes we need to speak up, which is not easy for most of us.  There are times when we must stand up and confront a situation that is unhealthy for us.  When someone is treating us in a manner that is hurtful to us we must speak up and confront the situation.  Too often we internalize such matters and the frustration creates a sense of bitterness in our spirits.  As difficult as it can be to confront a situation or a person, there are times when such action is both necessary and justified.


In chapter eight we come to our seventh principle, which is affirming that God is the foundation of our lives.  At this point in the work, Ezra called together the people and had them affirm that God was the real foundation of their lives.  Sometimes our lives drift from this principle, and when they do, it only brings hardship and difficulty upon us.  What is the foundation of our lives?  Is God the foundation of our lives, or are we merely paying lip-service to such a claim?


The latter part of chapter eight gives us our eighth principle, which is the celebrating of the strength God gives to us to be able to change.  The people of God restored one of their most important celebrations, which had been long neglected.  Restoring this celebration guaranteed that the people would remember the work of God in their lives for generations to come.


Rebuilding life is difficult.  Perhaps your life needs rebuilding.  What is keeping you from doing what you need to do to rebuild your life?  Have you spent time in prayer, asking God to give you direction and strength about what you need to do to rebuild your life?  Perhaps you believe it is too late or too difficult to start over and rebuild life.  It is never too late.  It may be difficult, but it is not too late.  What will you do to change your life?  What will it take to allow God to enter into your life in a powerful way and change your life?


Do you need to rebuild your life?  If so, will you begin to do so today?
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