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The Bible You Should Know
     Hezekiah and the Temple:  Putting Your House in Order



I am not, unfortunately, a landscape artist.  I have tried, without much success to keep a nice looking yard, but weeds seem to be my only specialty.  In some of our flower beds there are a couple of weeds that can grow really large, and I can’t seem to get rid of them.  It’s probably because I just pull on the weed but don’t take the time to make sure I remove the root, and that’s what really has to be removed.  Over the years, as I have talked to people about issues in their lives, I tell them we generally don’t get beyond the surface issues, and that’s why the problems keep coming back.  If you don’t get below the surface and deal with the roots of the problems they will never be solved.


As we turn to a passage from II Chronicles this morning we come to a time when the people of God were challenged to get to the root of their problems.  We pick up the story as Hezekiah becomes king.  Hezekiah was a young man of twenty-five when he became king and he sparked a time of great change in the land.  What’s interesting about Hezekiah is that he was the son of Ahaz, a king who did great harm to the nation of Israel.  Ahaz ignored the charge of God on his life as the king and instituted sacrifices to and worship of the gods of Syria.  He also destroyed many of the implements in the Temple and he even closed the doors of the Temple.  After closing the doors to the Temple he erected altars to himself throughout the land.  Hezekiah was very different from his father, as he instituted a time of spiritual renewal in Israel.


Verse three tells us that the first act of Hezekiah was to reopen the Temple and repair the damage done to it under his father’s reign.  The next step was to bring together the Levites and lay a charge before them.  The Levites were the priests, the ministers of the people and Hezekiah charged them to be the spiritual leaders God desired them to be.  Hezekiah sparked a revival in the nation of Israel, but he did so by first sparking a revival among God’s people and the leaders called by God.  Do you want to see change?  First, you have to be the change.  If we want to see a reawakening of faith in our country, it starts with God’s people.  Chris White reminded us a few weeks ago that study after study shows religious people are not much different from people in general when it comes to our behaviors and our actions.  I believe that reawakening must begin with we who are God’s people; if we want to see a more loving and righteous society, we must become more loving and righteous.  This means, especially, that those of us who are leaders must set the example.  Hezekiah called the Levites together and set a charge before them.  If you are in a position of spiritual leadership, make sure you take that calling seriously.  It’s better to not be in leadership than to be in leadership and not take that calling seriously.  Do not be negligent is how Hezekiah says it in verse 11.


Hezekiah then leads the people to prepare for a huge time of worship.  All the people were invited to participate in the worship service and the remainder of chapter 29 tells us of this worship service that served as a time of recommitment.  Genuine and sincere worship always leads to a time of renewal and recommitment.  Worship is an act of coming before God, being honest with him about our lives, and asking him to bring about change.  Worship can be a habit for us.  A habit of being in worship is certainly not a bad thing, but it can become cold and mechanical.  Worship must be a time when we realize the seriousness of what we are doing, as we as God’s people are coming together before him and asking him to change us and to use our lives.


In chapter 30, as we continue with the story, we find Hezekiah bringing the people together to celebrate the Passover.  The Passover festival was the most significant celebration in the life of the people, but it had not been celebrated for a time.  This would be like us failing to celebrate Christmas or Easter.  The people had wandered so far from their spiritual roots they had forsaken worship and the celebration of one of their holiest days.  It can be very easy to see worship as a negotiable matter, but it is not.  As you study the Scriptures from beginning to the end the great act of God’s people is always worship.  Genuine, faithful worship is always the key to a vibrant and healthy spirituality, and lifeless worship or the ignoring of worship always leads to a time of spiritual deadness.


What is happening in your life?  What changes need to be made?  Hezekiah challenged the entire nation of Israel to get their house in order.  What about your life?  Is your house in order?  If it is not, what will you do to bring renewal to your life?

Some years ago I went with a group to Rupp Arena in Lexington to hear a man named Harold Morris.  It was quite an experience.  Harold Morris was convicted of armed robbery and murder while a young man and sent to Georgia State Penitentiary.  He was as hard a case as one could probably find, and a tragic example of where terrible decisions will lead us.  While in prison he became a Christian, was eventually paroled, and upon his release he dedicated his life to speaking to people everywhere about the importance of our decisions, of change, and of following Jesus.  Rupp Arena is a big arena.  He filled that place.  He not only filled that arena – and because they had seating on the floor it was a bigger crowd than at basketball games.  What would that be – over 25,000 people?  But that wasn’t the entire crowd.  If my memory serves me correctly, almost five thousand more people were turned away that evening because there wasn’t room for them in Rupp Arena.  Harold Morris was a very unassuming man who just stood up there and told his story to this huge crowd, most of whom were teenagers.  His presentation was very plain but his story was absolutely gripping, and at the end he said he would stay and talk to anyone who wanted to talk to him.  This was a huge crowd, and a long line of people waiting to talk to him snaked throughout the arena.
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