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The Bible You Should Know
The Resurrection – Setting Things Right

Four friends were sitting around one evening when one of them posed a serious question.  He asked, when people are standing over your casket, what do you hope they say about you?  They all sat considering the question for a moment and the first said I hope they will say “he really loved his family.”  The second thought for a moment and said I hope they will say I loved my family but I also hope they say “he really loved his fellow man as well.”  The third thought for a moment and said I hope they say I loved my family and my fellow man and “he was really honest in all of his business dealings.”  The fourth sat quiet for a moment and one of the others said well, what about you?  What do you hope people say over your casket?  His reply was the best, I think, as he said I hope they say, “Look!  He’s moving!

It is no mystery what we study today.  There is really only one subject to consider this morning.  There is no need to find a new way to affirm a very old truth and there is no need to put a new twist on an old story.  When we talk about The Bible You Should Know there is one part of the Bible that stands as the foundation to every other chapter and verse – the story of the resurrection.

The story of the resurrection is the story of why we have a Bible; it is the story of why Christianity exists; it is the story of why we have faith; and it is the story of why we have hope.  The resurrection is the essence and the foundation of all we do and all we are as God’s people.

The resurrection could be called the second creation story.  We all know the first creation story in Genesis and how quickly humanity turned away from God’s ideal.  The Bible then becomes the story of God’s plan to redeem all creation.  The resurrection is God Setting Things Right in his creation.  And though sin and evil still have a foothold in this world, the resurrection was the moment when their power was broken and their days became numbered.  Since the resurrection God is continuing to set things right in his creation and though we see the evidence of sin and evil in the world the story of history has become the story of God’s redemption of all creation.  

Today we read from Luke’s account of the resurrection.  All four gospels tell the story of the resurrection, and each with a few differences in keeping with their particular emphasis of the ministry of Jesus, but Luke begins with something that is common to all four accounts – when the women went to the tomb that first Easter morning there was no expectation of finding an empty tomb and a risen Christ.  There was no expectation of anything but a body.  At that point, in spite of what they had been told by Jesus, the idea that Jesus could be raised from the dead was simply beyond their comprehension.

Today, there are people for whom the idea of the resurrection is still beyond comprehension.  Out of curiosity I took a few minutes and visited the web sites of some of the world’s best-known unbelievers.  They were full of the same old tired claims being leveled at those of us who are poor, deluded believers.  If we could only embrace reason and flee from silly superstitions the world would be such a better place, in their opinions.  After all, they say, every bad thing that has happened in human history is the cause of religion.

Well, imagine if humanity has only done what is “reason-able.”  If humanity had only done the “reasonable” thing exploration would have never taken place because it was certainly unreasonable to set off into unknown territory.  Modern medicine would be practically nonexistent because it would be entirely unreasonable to believe certain medical procedures could really work.  The great sacrifices of individual people, who gave their lives for others and for important causes, would never have happened because it would be unreasonable to do such a thing.


But having faith is the most reasonable thing we can do, and God will set faith and belief right in the world as well.  Paul writes in Philippians 2:10-11 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  Unbelief may have a foothold in our world, but one day, one day – whether in this life or the next – the reality of God will become clear to all people.


In setting things right God presents us a very plain choice.  There are two ways to approach life, and they can be seen in the two men who were crucified with Jesus.  One of the men cursed Jesus and demanded that if Jesus was indeed the Messiah he should then save them.  This is the choice of living a life that thinks only of the self, it is a life of self-absorption that seeks only its own comfort and satisfaction.  The other man crucified with Jesus represents a very different way of looking at life.  His was a life that led him to a cross of execution because of his crimes but he recognized at that moment his need for grace; he recognized his sin; and he recognized in Jesus the answer to his need for grace.  One of those lives led simply to death, while the other led to a new life.  One of those men had his life put back together in its final moments, while the other refused the opportunity.

God, through the life and ministry of Jesus challenges us to help put things right.  Jesus fed the multitudes but also told the disciples you give them something to eat!  (Matthew 14:16).  He embraced the sinners, touched those who were diseased, dared to challenge social barriers and manmade distinctions among people and in doing so challenged us to do the same.  People often ask why God isn’t doing something about the problems in our world.  I would say he has, he has called his people to be his hands and feet to walk into those problems and to be a part of his redemptive work.

There is a wonderful song that is sung during holy week – Ubi Caritas – that contains the line where charity and love are, God is there.  The same should be said of us – where charity and love are, God’s people are there.


I want to close with a story you have perhaps heard before.  It is one of the most famous stories of sacrifice to come out of World War II and concerns the actions of a Polish priest by the name of Maximillian Kolbe.  Kolbe’s work resulted in hundreds of Jewish people and others being saved but his efforts were eventually discovered by the Nazis and they arrested him.  He was sent to a prison camp and eventually wound up at the most notorious of all the Nazi prison camps – Auschwitz.  Because he refused to be broken in spirit by his captors, and because of his encouragement and prayers offered to others he was treated very harshly by his captors.


One day the siren sounded in the camp, which meant that some prisoners had escaped.  The commander of the camp announced that because some prisoners had escaped ten prisoners would be chosen to be placed in the starvation cells, where they would slowly die from starvation and disease.  The ten doomed prisoners were selected, one of them a young husband and father.  At that moment Kolbe stepped forward and made a request of the commander.  His request was that he be allowed to take the place of the young husband and father.  The young man was allowed to leave the ranks of the doomed men while Kolbe – prisoner 16670 – willingly joined the group.

The ten were led off and survivors of the camp later told the story of Kolbe and his nine companions.  They could hear their daily prayers and the singing of hymns as they were led by Kolbe.  One prisoner, who was able to get close to where they were being held, said it was as though they were in a church rather than a place of death.

As the guards inspected them from day to day, and as they grew weaker and weaker, Kolbe continued to pray for them and to encourage them.  One by one they passed away, until only Kolbe was alive.  The commander of the camp grew frustrated that Kolbe was still alive and finally ordered his immediate execution, and he died with a prayer on his lips.

(http://www.catholic-pages.com/saints/st_maximilian.asp).

It is only the power of God that could inspire such love and sacrifice.


In the days prior to Easter the sung Were You There? is commonly sung.  Were you there when they crucified my Lord.  We know that because of our sin we were there.  But the good news of Easter is that we were not only at the cross, we were there in the empty tomb as well.  The penalty of our sin was broken in that tomb as Jesus rose.

May we proclaim, every day, hallelujah!  He is risen!
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