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The Bible You Should Know
God’s Charge to Solomon – The Ands, Ifs, and Buts

How many of you can remember having a discussion with one of your parents (for the sake of discussion we’ll call it just that – a discussion), and in the course of this discussion they told you to do something and they added the phrase this is what I want you to do, and there will be no ands, ifs, or buts about it.  In other words, do exactly what I tell you or there will be consequences.  When we heard this we always did exactly what we were told, didn’t we?

This morning, continuing with our series The Bible You Should Know, we turn again to the life of Solomon.  Last week we studied the passage about the construction of the Temple and this morning we come to the charge given to Solomon by God after the completion of the Temple.  This is a combination of promise and warning that we find in chapter nine.  Solomon and the people of Israel have just completed the Temple and they are at a high point.  There is, no doubt, a great deal of excitement about the Temple and when it is consecrated Solomon gave a beautiful prayer.  After the consecration, after the prayer, God speaks to Solomon and says, in essence, did you really mean what you said?  That great prayer you gave, the words of commitment on your part, and on the part of the people – did you all mean all that?  Because if you did, I have some words for you.  And then God gives Solomon a series of promises that are a mixture of blessing and warning, and they are summarized by and, if, and but.  These are three very small conjunctions, but they are of incredible importance.
1.  And the Lord said to him – verse 3.  

The first words spoken by God to Solomon were I have heard your prayer and your supplication, which you have made before me; I have consecrated this house which you have built by putting My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.

I have heard.  God heard the prayer of Solomon and he heard the final dedication of Solomon and the people – Let your heart therefore be wholly devoted to the Lord our God, to walk in His statutes and to keep His commandments, as at this day (8:61).  God was responding to the words of Solomon and the people, and he was responding in particularly to their promise to follow him.  All that comes after is God agreement of what he will do if the people stay true to their word.

God hears when we make promises to him, and he takes those promises seriously.  We live in a time when words and promises don’t mean all that much.  A coach signs a contract and in a few days is speaking to another team.  A person’s word – which was considered enough a generation ago – is not enough any longer.  God was telling Solomon he heard what he and the people had to say, and he was willing to act upon their words and their promises, but the question was – would they stay true to their word?

2.  If you will walk before Me – verse 4.

The if comes in this verse – if you will walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have commanded you and will keep My statutes and My ordinances, then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, just as I promised to your father David.


David is an interesting choice of a role model, isn’t he?  God is placing before Solomon the reality and importance of personal choice.  Solomon could not live on the faith of his father David; Solomon had to make his own choice regarding his relationship with God.

I have told this story before, but it bears repeating here.  After arriving on campus to begin college, my minister was there as well as he was attending a trustees meeting.  He took me aside one evening and told me that I may not have realized how much my faith depended upon the faith of my parents.  Now, though, I was on my own and my faith was my own and the vitality and importance of my faith rested solely upon my shoulders.


He was exactly right.  I want to talk to every person here who is still at home with their parents.  You cannot live forever on the faith of your parents.  The faith of your parents provides a foundation for your own faith, but it is your responsibility to nurture your own faith.  You must make the choice to believe and you must make the choice that your faith will be important to your life.  No one else can make that choice for you and you cannot hold another person accountable for your faith; it rests upon you.

This is what God was telling Solomon.  God was saying Solomon, your father was a great man, but you must now stand on your own faith.  What will be your decision?  Is faith going to be important to you?  Are you going to walk in my ways?  Solomon, it is your choice, and your choice alone.


All of Solomon’s future would rest on his decision.  If you will walk before Me, God tells him, then Solomon’s throne will be established forever.  There are consequences to Solomon’s decision.  Our decisions have consequences, and we bear the responsibility for the consequences of our decisions and our actions.  God very clearly delineates this for us.  Sometimes we like to point fingers and say nobody wants to take responsibility for their decisions and their actions anymore.  That’s a question for us as well.  Do we try and squirm out of the responsibility of our decisions and actions when it comes to faith?
3.  But if you or your sons shall indeed turn away from following Me – verse 6.

In verses six and following God gives Solomon a fairly lengthy list of consequences if he fails to live up to his commitment.  Remember, Solomon and the people willingly come to God and pledge themselves to him at the dedication of the Temple.  This is not an arrangement they are forced to enter; it is an agreement entered into of their free will.  As part of that agreement God lists the promises and the warnings.


This is a warning to the danger of cooling commitment.  By cooling commitment I mean the tendency to make an agreement, but as time goes by that commitment begins to wane.  We all understand that kind of dynamic, don’t we?  How many of you are practicing your New Year’s resolutions, or even remember them?  It is very easy to begin a commitment, but it can be very difficult to see the commitment through on lasting basis.


The tragedy of Solomon is that his commitment did not last.  If you read through the following chapters you find that Solomon did indeed turn his back on his commitment to God.  By 11:4 we read these words – For it came about when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.


How did this happen to Solomon?  One step at a time, many of them small steps.  It’s important to note that people don’t always make a conscious decision to leave their commitment to God.  Instead of a conscious decision, it is usually a series of small steps that gradually lead us away from our commitment.


In a few moments we will gather around the table to observe the Lord’s Supper.  May the gift of the love and sacrifice of Jesus forever call us back to our commitment to God.
Can be used as national warning, but that’s not personal enough; this is about us, not other people.
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