February 19, 2006
Psalm 30:10-12
Acts 7:1-7
Looking In the Mirror of Acts –
You Want Me To Do What?


How many of you like to travel?  Allow me to rephrase that question – how many of you like to be at specific locations?  How many of you like to be at the beach?  How many of you like to be in the mountains, maybe in a cabin far from the noise and rush of the world?  How many of you like to be in a large city, such as New York, where you are energized by the noise and rush?

How many of you like the destination, but do not enjoy the preparations and the actual traveling?  Enjoying the destination and enjoying getting to the destination are two very different matters, aren’t they?


We continue our study of the book of Acts this morning, and as I told you last week we are taking a passage from each chapter and will look at that passage in light of the issues we are facing as a church.  Our prayer is that we will learn from how the early church faced the issues that confronted them. 

Today we come to chapter seven, which is largely a response that Stephen – one of the first deacons and the first Christian martyr – gave to the high priest.  I want us to focus on the first seven verses, which is the section where Stephen tells of the call of Abraham.  This is such an interesting passage because God calls Abraham to leave his home and begin a journey to the Promised Land.  It was a great destination, but it was a very perilous and difficult journey.  In fact, when you read these verses you find that God tells Abraham it will be a very difficult journey.  Here’s what God tells Abraham –


Leave your home and relatives.


Start toward a destination that will not be revealed until later.


You will have no inheritance in that land, not even a square 



foot.


Your descendants will be as aliens and will be enslaved and 



mistreated for 400 years.


How many of us would say sign me up right away!

But notice what God does with Abraham – he tells him the goal, which is to get to the Promised Land, and he tells Abraham to trust that each step along the way will be revealed.


Here is where we launch off to our specific context – our goal is to become the people God called and made us to be.  Our mission as a church is very simple – to help people become followers of Jesus.  That is the heart of the mission statement of the church will be presented in the near future.  But that’s a pretty broad statement; exactly how do we accomplish that goal?  It’s a big step to get from where we are to where God wants us to be.  If I asked Barry to move from where he is seated to the other side of the platform how does he do that?  Not in one step, but one step at a time.


We pastors make a common mistake in our preaching, and I have realized how often I commit this mistake (you may be thinking of a whole list of mistakes I make, but we aren’t going to discuss those).  We preach about saving the world but how do we get there?  That’s what I want to concentrate on more; getting from where we are to our goal of being more faithful followers of Jesus.


This morning I want to give you several steps we can take in accomplishing that goal.  Focusing on taking steps, and these steps come out of many conversations and thinking and prayer.  These are areas where God seems to be gifting our church.
1.  Do all we can to reach children and teenagers.

If I was to ask you to tell me about your faith and how it developed, you would probably tell me about the people who were influential in your life.  Did any of you come to faith totally on your own?  None of us do; we are influenced by others, and this is so true of children and teenagers.

I am grateful for those of you who have influenced our children.  Some of you may not think that much about it, but when you speak to them and call them by name, it means a lot that you know them and I’m telling you it makes a difference.


I enjoy watching and listening to your reaction when so many kids come forward for the Children’s Sermon.  If you listen you can hear the buzz of people when they see these steps filled with kids.


I want to ask you to consider something.  Many of you are aware that on Wednesday evening we have a large group of kids.  It’s really exciting to see this growing number of kids and the excitement they bring.  I am not going to ask you to teach a class or do anything beyond just coming and hanging out with them on Wednesday evenings.  If you can, come at 6:00 and just hang around while they eat.  You don’t have to eat, but if you do be sure and sign up or call the office by Tuesday morning.  At 6:30 come on to the sanctuary and just sit and watch.  You can sing with them; they sing with a lot of enthusiasm.  Walk around and see the rooms full of kids- God is doing something and we must not miss this moment.  Your presence here will have an amazing impact.


Some of you are already praying for one or more of these kids everyday through our Prayerents ministry.  I want to tell you about one of them.  One of the leaders commented about the difference in one of the kids since an adult started praying every day for this child.  Now, some people would say it’s merely a coincidence. Do you think it’s just a coincidence?  I believe it is the power of a praying adult that loves those kids.  I can’t emphasize enough what a difference you can make in their lives.  If you haven’t yet picked up a Prayerent card, please do so today.


We cannot afford to ignore the problems in the community, especially the difficulties faced by some of the children and teenagers in our community.  Sometimes I hear groups around the community complaining about the kids and what they are into and how they act, and I wonder what they are doing to reach out to those kids.  It accomplishes nothing to complain, and to make a difference is really so easy.  It only takes a little time and some love.

This is one of the areas where we need to pour ourselves into as a church; this is one of the steps we can take to get us to the goal of becoming and helping others to become followers of Jesus.

2.  To allow worship to create an atmosphere where the spirit of God can transform lives.


Worship is the primary act we do together as a church.  This is where people see our church; this is where people are often introduced to our church, this is the heart of what we do as a church.

Let me say this about worship – worship is the acknowledgement of who God is and then committing to be like him.  To become like God, we’ve got to allow him to transform our lives, so what we do in preparing the worship service is to seek to create an atmosphere where the spirit of God can bring transformation to your life.  It’s not just that you’re here to gain strength, it’s not just that you are here to find comfort, it’s not that you here just to hear the music or message, it’s not that you are here simply to see other people and enjoy their fellowship; we are all here to find an atmosphere that will allow God’s spirit to move in our lives and to bring transformation.

This is the heart of everything – transformation.  If we want to be followers of Jesus we must allow God to transform us.  Abraham was not the same person at the end of his journey as he was when he began.  His first step was one of faith that said, in essence, God, transform me.
3.  To connect people to meaningful relationships.


I have already mentioned the importance of relationships to building the lives of children and young people, but we all need meaningful relationships in our lives.  Everything in life that matters comes to us through relationships.  I can trace the important events of my life to a web of relationships.  

So many people are lonely.  What an irony; so many people, but so much loneliness.  How do we have so many people but a growing sense of isolation?


Some people have so many people in their lives, but they are not meaningful relationships.  Jesus had the twelve disciples, and he formed a close and meaningful relationship with each of them

4.  To engage people in meaningful service.


It is my prayer that you never feel you are wasting your time or doing something insignificant when you serve God and others.

People don’t want to spend their time in meetings, as important as some may be.  Allow me to remind you of our Ministry Team dinner next Sunday evening.


It’s been exciting to observe very meaningful and effective ministries springing up in the past few years.  It’s exciting to see people moved by the Spirit of God to be a part of ministry that transforms the lives of others.
Prayer.
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