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The Bible You Should Know
David’s People – A Most Unusual Gathering


As we continue our series of The Bible You Should Know, we come to a smaller, and more obscure, experience in the life of David.

Last week we looked at the friendship of David and Jonathan.  As we left off last week, David was forced to flee because Saul sought to kill him.  You’ll remember that Jonathan shot the three arrows beyond where David was hiding in a field.  This was the prearranged signal to tell David that he would have to flee because of the threat against his life.  We finished with the emotional parting of David and Jonathan.

David, now alone, flees to the area of Nob, and comes to a priest by the name of Ahimelech.  Ahimelech came trembling to meet David and asks him why are you alone and no one with you?  (21:1).  David is not honest with the priest, and tells him that he is on a mission from king Saul, but he is under strict orders not to tell anyone the nature of the mission.  David also tells him the reason he is alone is because he has sent his men on ahead of him.  The truth was that David was alone and he was running for his life.

David is in need of some supplies and tells Ahimelech that he needs some bread.  The only bread that is available is consecrated bread, and after some discussion, Ahimelech agrees to give the consecrated bread to David.  David also asks for a weapon, saying that his mission was so urgent he left without bringing a weapon.  It turns out that the sword of Goliath – we are all familiar with that story – was being kept by Ahimelech.  David takes Goliath’s sword and then flees.


David is on the run and you sense a measure of desperation on his part.  He goes begging for bread and for a weapon.  He has no one gathered around him to protect him or to fight with him.  David becomes desperate.  He becomes so desperate, in fact, that he does something amazing.  David flees to Achish, king of Gath.  This was one of the Philistine kings.  Now, think about this setting for a moment.  Here is David who, as a dowry to his father-in-law Saul, killed 200 Philistines.  David is so desperate he flees to his enemies.  And let’s remember something else that makes this all the more amazing.  Not only has David turned for protection to the people from whom he killed 200 people, but he is also standing there with the sword of Goliath.  Goliath was the great champion of the Philistine people, and David killed him with his own sword.  How desperate do you have to be to put yourself in such a situation?  Achish certainly is well aware of David’s predicament and taunts David.  He says Is this not David the king of the land? Did they not sing of this one as they danced, saying, ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands?’ (21:11).  He is taunting him by saying what are you doing here?

David seems to wake up to the reality of what he has done by coming to his enemies and becomes very fearful.  To protect himself he disguised his identity before them, and acted insanely in their hands, and scribbled on the doors of the gate, and let his saliva run down into his beard (21:13).  Achish has a great response to this scene.  He says Do I lack madmen, that you have brought this one (21:15).  

Then we come to the heart of what I want us to see this morning.   Here is David, alone, desperate, running for his life, and forced to hide out in a cave.  His brothers and his father’s household hear of his distress and go to him, but they do not go alone.  Listen again to 22:2 – And everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented, gathered to him, and he became captain over them.  These were not, to use the language of sports, a bunch of first-round draft picks.  These were the leftovers, the ones not picked by anyone, and the losers.  This was not the making of a mighty army.  This was a group only one kind of person would normally turn to – a desperate man on the run who had no other choices and no other options. 



These were the people God brought to David.  What a motley gathering.  These were not people who could serve as the makings of an army.  These were people who had problems of their own that were so deep that it would be difficult for them to look beyond their own needs.


But this was not, I am convinced, pure happenstance.  This group was not the last resort for David; it was a plan by God to demonstrate an important lesson.  The lesson is twofold and this is the lesson – from such is built God’s kingdom, and because God’s kingdom is built from such a varied and odd collection of characters it is incumbent upon us to learn how to bridge differences by uniting around a common calling.


These are the people God sent to David.  Skip ahead to the ministry of Jesus and think about the twelve men Jesus called as his disciples.  Matthew tells us that after a night of prayer Jesus calls his disciples to him – not just the twelve, but all who were his followers – and then he calls out the twelve.  What a strange collection they were.  Four fishermen.  A tax collector who probably was the tax collector exacting his fees from those four fishermen.  This tax collector was in the employ of the Romans.  Judas, who was a Zealot dedicated to the overthrown – violent if necessary – of those same Romans who employed Matthew.  Then you have others who are almost unknown to us and who don’t seem to have as close a relationship with Jesus.  The point being this – the divisions among those twelve men should have been enough to keep them from being able to work together, but we are given only a few instances of friction between them.

The great vision of the church offered by Paul in Philippians 2: 2 is being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.  There is a difference between division and a failure to be united. 

The church ought to be a motley, ragged collection of people.  We ought to be a group of people that includes the broken, the struggling, and the wounded.  We ought to be a collection of the red states and the blue states, of the rich and the poor, happy and the sad, the right and the left, the liberal and the conservative, the confident and the uncertain, those who are convinced and those who doubt.  If the church cannot be one with such a variety of people then whatever we have cannot really be the church.  Birds of a feather may flock together, but when it is the people of God it should be birds of every feather.


Show video of Grace Makes Space.

We unite around this table.  All of us have differing points of view.  We have not always agreed.  We will not always agree.  But as we gather around this table we become one.  We become one among ourselves, and one with the church universal.  Around this table we join hearts, hands, and lives with believers of all nations, of all races, of all social class.  Following Christ does not mean those distinctions become invisible, but they become irrelevant.  


We hear a great deal of talk from politicians these days about their desire to bring unity.  I hope they do.  True unity, though, is never going to come from the political arena, because politics is based too much upon self-interest.  There is one hope for true unity and it comes only through our common bond in Jesus.

This is truly a most unusual gathering.  What other power would bring together such a diverse gathering?  What other power would move us beyond our differences to bring to us unity?  There is no other power but the power of God.
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